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This report highlights major human rights violations as monitored and documented by the 
Independent Commission for Haman Rights (ICHR) throughout the PNA-controlled 
Territory of the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) over the month of October 2008.  

 
Based on monitoring and documentation of infringements on human rights and freedoms 
over October 2008, ICHR concludes the following:  

1. In disregard of relevant provisions of the Palestinian Basic Law and Law of Penal 
Procedures, incidents of arbitrary detention climbed throughout the PNA-controlled 
Territory. Security forces continued to detain citizens in both the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip.  

2. A sentence to death penalty was endorsed against 4 criminal convicts in the Gaza 
Strip.  

3. Persons detained by the Ministry of Interior in the Gaza deposed government as well 
as by the PNA security forces in the West Bank continued to be subjected to abuse 
and torture.  

4. Dozens of employees at the Ministry of Education in the West Bank, who had been 
appointed by the 10th Palestinian Government formed by Hamas, were dismissed.  

5. In the Gaza Strip, an increasing number of individuals died under the rubble of 
collapsed tunnels connecting the Palestinian and Egyptian territories.  

 

Below is a detailed description of violations of human rights and freedoms reported this 
month:  

 
1. Violation of the right to life and physical safety:  

During the month of October 2008, ICHR reported that 13 citizens lost their lives 
throughout the PNA-controlled Territory. Of these, 8 citizens died under the rubble of 
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collapsed tunnels or buildings due to lacking measures of public safety; 3 under unknown 
circumstances; and 2 in family fights and acts of revenge. Below is a detailed statement 
on these casualties:  
 

Citizens killed in family fights and acts of revenge as well as in incidents of 
manslaughter: 

According to ICHR monitoring and documentation, 2 citizens were reported to have been 
killed in family fights and disputes during the month of October:  

− On 14 October, Ahmed Mohammed Abu Hassireh, a 20-year-old resident of the Gaza 
city, died of injuries sustained during a fight between two neighbouring families near 
his house. The reported family fight took place on 13 October 2008.  

− On 10 October, Hussein Saleh Hussein Abdullah, a 29-year-old citizen from the village 
of Jamma'in in the governorate of Nablus, died after he was stabbed with sharp tools 
in a family fight.  

 

Deaths under unknown conditions:  
ICHR documented 3 death incidents under unidentified circumstances, as follows:  

− On 9 October, Jihad Shihdeh Abu Shab, a 23-year-old citizen from Bani Suheila, 
sustained a bullet wound in the chest and died in the area of As Salam 
neighbourhood in the city of Rafah near the Border Line with Egypt.  

− On 19 October, the corpse of 'Adel Fayez 'Orabi, a 30-year-old resident of the 
Gaza city, was located east of the Al Bureij refugee camp. A bullet wound was 
visible on the head. According to information reported to ICHR, 'Orabi 
disappeared on 12 October 2008 after a person phoned and requested to meet with 
him. Then, 'Orabi's family informed the Police.  

− On 26 October, the dead body of Abdul Rahman Nu'man 'Iyaseh, a 37-year-old 
resident of the village of Sanur in the governorate of Jenin, was located near the 
village. 'Iyaseh had sustained several bullet wounds and died.  

 
In addition to deaths resulting from family fights as well as fatalities generated under 
unknown circumstances, ICHR documented death incidents under the rubble of collapsed 
tunnels in the Gaza Strip. A total of 8 citizens died for various causes, including falling 
from high places, electric shocks and suffocation due to collapsed tunnels.  
 

Sentences to Death Penalty: 
In October, the first court decision was entered as to endorse a sentence to death penalty 
against 4 citizens in the Gaza Strip.  
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On 29 October 2008, the Gaza Court of Cassation endorsed a sentence to hanging to 
death of 4 citizens. Entered by the Gaza Court of Appeals on 14 May 2005, the sentence 
was issued against:  

1. Ihab Diyab Abu al 'Omarein, 28 years old;  

2. Rami Sa'id Juha, 28 years old;  
3. Abdul Fattah Mohammed Sumour, 26 years old; and  

4. Sa'id Jamil Zuhd, 22 years old.  
 

It should be noted that a sentence to death penalty was entered against 3 persons 
mentioned above by the Gaza Court of First Instance on 3 April 2004. In light of his 
minor age then, the other person was sentenced to life imprisonment. However, the Court 
of Appeals adjusted the sentence to capital punishment. All indicted persons were 
charged with raping and murdering a female child on 25 September 2003.  
 

Casualties caused by arms misuse:  
According to ICHR's monitoring and documentation, several casualties resulting from 
arms misuse were reported:  
On 22 October, armed individuals driving civilian vehicles along the Bani Suheila Street 
leading to the Ar Ranna neighbourhood opened machinegun fire. As a result, 3 citizens 
sustained bullet wounds in various parts of their bodies:  

(i) Nael Isma'il al Bureim, 31 years old;  
(ii) 'Ubaydah Salem Farhan, 21 years old; and  

(iii) Ahmed 'Eid Abu Jame', 22 years old.  
It should be noted that all injured citizens were members of the Al Quds Battalions – the 
armed wing of the Islamic Jihad Movement.   
 

Torture under detention – Inhuman, cruel and degrading treatment:  
ICHR views with deep concern the continuing violation of detainees' right to physical 
safety. Furthermore, ICHR deems that all forms of abuse and torture exercised by 
Palestinian security forces in the Gaza Strip and West Bank are prohibited. Culpable as 
they are, these acts should be banned and respective perpetrators penalised. As in 
previous months, ICHR continued to receive grievances over the month of October 2008. 
Complainants claimed that they were subjected to torture and abuse by security agencies 
of both the PNA in the West Bank and the de facto government in the Gaza Strip.  

 
In the Gaza Strip, ICHR received 12 complaints from citizens, alleging that they were 
subjected to torture while they were being detained or interrogated. All these complaints 
were lodged against the Ministry of Interior of the Gaza deposed government. In the 
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West Bank, ICHR also received 25 grievances from citizens, claiming that they were 
subjected to torture. These complaints were filed against various security agencies, 
including the Police, Preventive Security, Military Intelligence and General Intelligence.  
 
2. Violations against the freedoms of opinion and expression as well as peaceful assembly:  

Throughout the PNA-controlled Territory, various forms of infringements continued to 
be committed against freedoms of opinion, expression and peaceful assembly. Palestinian 
security agencies prohibited public sit-ins and peaceful gatherings. Security forces also 
prevented media agencies from covering civil demonstrations and arrested a number of 
journalists. In this context, ICHR reported a number of attacks on peaceful gatherings and 
the press over the month of October 2008:  

− Beginning on 28 July 2008, the Ministry of Interior at the Gaza deposed government 
has continued to block distribution of the Al Ayyam and Al Hayat al Jadida local 
newspapers throughout the Gaza Strip. According to the Ministry, both newspapers 
did not cover the Gaza beach blast reported to have occurred on 25 July 2008 in an 
objective, unbiased manner.  

− On 16 October, Police forces arbitrarily arrested Mohammed Abu Sido and 
Mohammed az Za'anin, correspondents at the Ramattan News Agency, as well as 
Mustafa Ibrahim, ICHR field researcher, while they were present in the area 
surrounding the Al Azhar University and covering events taking place on campus.  

− At dawn on 12 October, Internal Security forces raided houses belonging to 
journalists Akram Khaled al Loh, Yousef Ali Fayyadh and Hani Ahmed Isma'il in the 
city of Deir al Balah. According to information reported to ICHR, Internal Security 
officers searched these houses and confiscated journalists' personal belongings. 
Affected journalists were also held in the detention centre at the As Saraya 
headquarters in Gaza city. Detained as of the date of reporting, these persons have 
been held on grounds of their work as journalists.  

− At about 10:00 am on 21 October, General Intelligence officers raided and closed 
offices of the Al Hurriyah (Freedom) Radio Station in the city of Hebron. The 
General Intelligence alleged that the radio reported that Major General Tawfiq at 
Tirawi, Director of the General Intelligence agency, as well as other military 
commanders retired on pension for reaching the age of retirement. Journalist 
Mahmoud Quneibi was detained. Also, Muhannad ash Sharif, one of the radio staff, 
was beaten outside the building housing the radio station. Closed for an hour, the 
radio station was allowed to transmit again.  

− On 18 October, Preventive Security officers detained Ala' at Titi, a correspondent at 
the Al Aqsa Satellite Station, in the city of Hebron. It should be noted that At Titi was 
arrested on several occasions at the end of 2007 and beginning of 2008.  

− On 14 October, General Intelligence officers detained Iyad Sha'ban Surour, a 
journalist at the Yaffa Media Centre in the city of Hebron. Charges ascribed to Surour 
are still unidentified.  
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3. Attacks on charitable associations:  

As in July 2008 and despite slight developments, over 100 charitable associations and 
civil society organisations have remained closed in the Gaza Strip by a decision made by 
the Minister of Interior at the deposed Government. Although the Ministry of Interior 
announced that a few number of associations and organisations were reopened, ICHR 
documented that the Ministry did not redeem any seized assets to respective directors. 
Therefore, these charitable associations and civil society organisations continue to be 
closed for the fourth month consecutively.  
 

In the West Bank, no attacks on charitable associations and civil society organisations 
were reported during the month of October 2008.  

 
4. Attacks on public and private institutions and property:  

Over the month of October 2008, ICHR documented the following attacks on public and 
private institutions and property:  

− On 29 October, General Intelligence officers closed the Al Huda Bookshop, which 
sells religious books as well as stationery. The employee at the bookshop was 
verbally notified with the closure decision. Without having produced a report on 
confiscated property, General Intelligence officers seized a computer from the 
bookshop.  

− On 29 October, Military Intelligence officers raided a house belonging to Ahmed 
Isma'il Mansi Houshiyyeh in the town of Yatta in the governorate of Hebron. Also 
without presenting a report on seized objects, officers searched the house and 
confiscated 2 computers, official documents, as well as registration certificates of 
land and real estate owned by Houshiyyeh's family.  

− On 14 October, students affiliated with the Islamic Bloc attacked buildings at the Al 
Azhar University. The students destroyed gates of the building housing the University 
President's office, damaged the office contents, and threatened deans of faculties. 
Students also distributed a statement entitled "Statement of Warning No. 3" which 
attacked the Council of Deans at the University. In effect, classes were suspended for 
several days on campus.  

− On 16 October, a number of students affiliated with the Islamic Bloc at the Al Azhar 
University raided the campus, threw sound grenades, climbed roofs of several 
buildings, and damaged contents of offices. After being called by the University's 
Administration, the Police evacuated the students.  

 
5. Impingements on the right to fair legal proceedings:  

Relevant reported encroachments entail arbitrary detentions and arrests on political 
grounds.  
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ICHR still expresses deep concern at continuous incidents of abusive detentions and 
political arrests that do not comply with respective legal procedures as well as deny 
citizens' personal freedoms without any respective legal justifications. In violation of the 
Palestinian Basic Law and Law of Penal Procedure, a most fundamental right of detained 
citizens as to be presented to a natural judge (i.e. regular judiciary) has been derogated. 
Security agencies also continue to detain affected citizens under arrest warrants issued by 
the Military Justice Authority.  
 

In this regard, ICHR received 91 complaints from the Gaza (76 of them were against the 
deposed government's Ministry of Interior in the Gaza Strip. In these, citizens claimed 
that security agencies (namely the Internal Security and the Police) detained them without 
applying fair, legally prescribed procedures. In particular, arrest warrants issued by 
competent authorities were not presented to detainees. Moreover, security agencies 
searched civilian houses without having obtained relevant search warrants. Especially in 
the As Saraya and Al Mashtal detention and interrogation centres of the Internal Security 
agency, family visits to detainees were denied. In addition, detained persons were not 
brought before judicial authorities within the legally prescribed period.  
 

On 30 October, the deposed Prime Minister announced a decision on the release of all 
political detainees, including Fatah leaders, in the Gaza Strip. ICHR highly appreciates 
this decision. Still looking forward that the file of political detention be completely 
closed, ICHR hopes that all persons detained on political grounds in both the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip be released.  
 

In the West Bank, ICHR documented 304 complaints over the month of October. Of 
these, 145 complaints were lodged against PNA security agencies. In 96 grievances, 
complainants alleged that proper legal procedures were not in place when PNA security 
officers arrested them.  

 
Compared to September 2008, ICHR received 204 complaints, in 89 of which 
complainants claimed that legal procedures related to detention were inapplicable.  
 
6. Delayed execution of court judgements (Palestinian High Court of Justice):  

Notwithstanding decisions entered by the Palestinian High Court of Justice, security 
agencies have persisted to postpone or delay the release of detained citizens. According 
to the High Court of Justice, detention measures were illegal since affected persons were 
civilians, who had been brought before the Military Justice – a non-cognisable judicial 
authority.  
 

On 8 October, the Palestinian High Court of Justice entered a decision on the immediate 
release of Hatem Ahmed Jamal al 'Awawdeh, who was detained by the Hebron branch of 
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the General Intelligence agency. Detained on grounds of an arrest warrant issued by the 
Military Justice Authority, the High Court ruled that Al 'Awawdeh's detention was illegal 
in light of provisions of the Palestinian Basic Law. Stating that it released him, the 
General Intelligence agency arrested Al 'Awawdeh on the same day, on which he was 
released, on grounds of another, new case.  
 

Despite the High Court of Justice's decision of 10 September 2008 to release him, the 
General Intelligence agency has continued to detain Sami Ramadhan Abdul Rahim 
Maghari, a resident of the city of Qalqiliya, since 29 June 2008. The High Court of 
Justice ruled that illegal procedures were implemented when Maghari had been detained. 
Until the date of reporting, Maghari is still in prison despite ICHR's correspondence with 
the General Intelligence agency.  

 
7. Right to strike:  

While ensuring smooth operation of public facilities, ICHR confirms that the right to 
strike is safeguarded by law. However, ICHR has documented the following 
infringements on this human right:  

− In protest against measures taken by the Gaza deposed government's Ministry of 
Education regarding the transference of teachers, the work strike declared by the 
Palestinian Teachers General Union on 24 August 2008 remains effective. In 
compliance with the decision of the Teachers' Union, a large number of teachers 
refrained from attending schools. In response, the Ministry of Education announced 
that it would punish those who go on the strike. The Ministry also appointed 
substitute teachers in place of those who are on strike. Still, the education process 
suffers from a short number of teachers. According to information reported to ICHR, 
an agreement has not yet been reached to end the strike. In a press conference held on 
22 September in the city of Ramallah, the Secretary General of the Teachers' Union 
announced that the strike would be extended until 7 October 2008. According to the 
Secretary General, the strike will not terminate unless an agreement on teachers' 
rights is reached and penalties imposed on them ceased.  

− Also, the strike declared on 27 August 2008 by the Union of Medical and Health 
Professions and Public Employees Union over the period from 30 August to 2 
September 2008 remains operative. According to information received by ICHR, 
security agencies of the deposed government prevented physicians on strike and who 
are affiliated with the Fatah Movement from working at their own clinics. 
Furthermore, the Police Medical Investigations Department summoned functionaries 
at the Ministry of Health, including nurses, technicians, workers and clerks, and 
forced them sign pledges as to resume their work.  

 
8. Dismissal from the public function (Teachers appointed by Hamas Government in 2006):  

Over the month of October 2008, ICHR received 70 complaints by school teachers in the 
West Bank. Complainants stated that they were dismissed by a decision issued by the 
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Minister of Education and Higher Education. The latter alleged that incompetent 
authorities approved or recommended that new teachers be appointed. To this avail, 
ICHR announces that this measure contravenes the Palestinian Law of Civil Service and 
Basic Law regarding citizens' right to hold public functions in the State.  

 
-Ends- 

 
 


