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This report highlights major human rights violations as monitored and documented by the Independent Commission for 
Haman Rights (ICHR) throughout the controlled territory of the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) over the month of 
September 2008.  

 

Based on monitoring and documentation of infringements on human rights and freedoms over September 2008, ICHR 
concludes the following:  

1. Particularly in the Gaza Strip, protection of human rights and freedoms sharply declined. Due to 
excessive use of force, death toll has risen.  

2. In disregard of relevant provisions of the Palestinian Basic Law and Law of Penal Procedure, 
incidents of arbitrary, abusive detention climbed throughout the PNA-controlled territory. Security 
forces continued to detain citizens in both the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  

3. Reported attacks on vehicles and houses belonging to public figures and employees increased.  

4. In the Gaza Strip, an increasing number of individuals died under the rubble of collapsed tunnels 
connecting the Palestinian and Egyptian territories.  

 

Below is a detailed description of human rights violations reported this month:  

 

1. Violation of the right to life and physical safety:  

During the month of September 2008, ICHR reported that 38 citizens lost their lives throughout the PNA-controlled territory. 
Of these, 14 citizens died under the rubble of collapsed tunnels; 3 under unknown circumstances; 6 in family fights and acts of 
revenge; and 3 as a result of arms misuse. Other affected citizens were reported to have been killed due to excessive use of force 
during a military campaign in the As Sabrah  neighborhood east of Gaza city. Compared to 36 citizens slain over August 2008, 
death toll slightly rose this month, thereby illustrating a deteriorated protection of the human right to life. Affected citizens were 
killed on grounds of various causes, as follows:  

 

Citizens killed due to excessive use of force:  

In the Gaza Strip, a total of 11 citizens, including 3 children, as well as a Police officer were killed as a result of excessive use of 
force. Additionally, over 45 citizens sustained various injuries.  



Beginning in the evening of 15 September until morning of 16 September, a large force comprising security agencies of the 
Ministry of Interior in the Gaza deposed government, along with armed individuals affiliated with Hamas movement, carried out 
a military campaign in an area along the Al Mughrabi Street in the As Sabrah neighborhood east of Gaza city, where members 
of the family of Daghmash live. Having surrounded the area, security officers and Hamas members searched residential houses. 
Consequently, an armed confrontation took place between security forces and members of the Daghmash family, during which 
machineguns, shells and explosive devices were used. The deposed government's security forces carried out the so called 
“security” campaign to arrest individuals from the family of Daghmash, who were wanted by the Police. During the military 
campaign, the following casualties were reported:  

− Citizens killed during the military campaign:  

(i) Jamil Farouq Daghmash, 23 years old;  

(ii) Mohammed Farouq Daghmash, 21 years old;  

(iii) Yousef Farouq Daghmash, 19 years old;  

(iv) Ibrahim Farouq Daghmash, 16 years old;  

(v) 'Abed Zaki Daghmash, 25 years old;  

(vi) Faraj Jamal Daghmash, 25 years old;  

(vii) Saeb Akram Daghmash, 23 years old;  

(viii) Mohammed Akram Daghmash, 19 years old;  

(ix) Jamil Jamal Daghmash, 19 years old;  

(x) Ahmed Mahmoud Daghmash, 1 and a half years;  

(xi) Sameh Mahmoud an Naji, a 21-year-old Police officer.  

On 17 September, Ibrahim Mohammed Daghmash, 17 years old, died of injuries sustained during the military 
campaign.    

 

Citizens killed in family fights and acts of revenge as well as in incidents of manslaughter: 

According to ICHR monitoring and documentation, 6 citizens were reported to have been killed in family fights and disputes:  

− On 5 September, a family fight took place in the town of Halhul in the governorate of Hebron, during which Mohammed 
Khaled Nofal as Sa'dah, 20 years old, died after he sustained a fatal bullet wound.  

− On 15 September, Mohammed Riyadh al Batrikhi, a 47-year-old resident of the Ash Shuja'iya neighborhood, died after 
he sustained a bullet wound during a family fight. In addition, 5 other members of the Al Batrikhi family were injured in the 
incident.  

− On 19 September, and during a fight that took place in the Ash Shati' refugee camp in Gaza city, Faheem 'Awadh ash 
Sha'er, a 28-year-old resident of the An Nasser neighborhood in Gaza city, sustained two fatal bullet wounds in the chest 
and stomach.  

− On 16 September, a family fight took place over the ownership of a piece of land in the city of Hebron. During the fight, 
Raed 'Awadh Shakir an Natsheh, 30 years old, died after he was stabbed with a sharp took in the back.  



− On 23 September, Nathirah Ahmed al Hajj, a 70-year-old female resident of the village of Beit Surik in the governorate 
of Jerusalem, died after her son shot her in the course of a family fight. After he killed his mother, the son committed 
suicide.  

− On 1 September, Rafe' Mas'oud Nassasrah, a 45-year-old resident of the town of Beit Furik in the governorate of 
Nablus, died after his cousin stabbed him with a sharp tool during a family fight, which had started about a year ago. 
Consequently, the Police launched an investigation into the incident.  

 

Casualties caused by arms misuse:  

According the ICHR monitoring and documentation, 3 death incidents resulting from arms misuse were reported:  

− On 10 September, 11-year-old Hasan Ali Shishniyyeh from the Al Bureij refugee camp sustained a fatal bullet wound to 
the head while he was playing with his father's pistol at home. The slain child's father is a Police officer.  

− On 15 September, Abdul Karim 'Adel Khuzeiq, a 20-year-old Police officer from Gaza city died after he sustained several 
bullet wounds in the chest and pelvis. Khuzeiq was killed while he chasing an individual wanted by the Police. According to 
the Police, the individual opened fire towards Khuzeiq in the area surrounding the building housing Gaza Municipality.  

− On 24 September, Mustafa Ibrahim Subeih, an 18-year-old resident of the An Nusseirat refugee camp, died at home of a 
bullet wound in the stomach while his brother was tampering with his weapon.    

 

Deaths under unknown conditions:  

ICHR monitored 3 deaths under unidentified circumstances, as follows:  

− On 15 September, masked armed individuals abducted Raed Mohammed al Harazin, 32 years old, from his house in 
the Ash Shuja'iya neighborhood in Gaza city. Two hours after he had been kidnapped, Al Harazin was located stretched 
on the ground in the vicinity of his house. As he was in a critical health condition and marks of torture were visible on 
his body, he was transported to the Al Quds Hospital in Gaza city for medical treatment. On 17 September, Al Harazin 
died at the Beit Hanun Crossing Point, while he was being transported to receive medical treatment inside the Green 
Line. It should be noted that Al Harazin was a Military Intelligence officer.  

− On 25 September, armed individuals opened fire towards and killed Iman Mohammed Saleem Barabrah, a 42-year-
old female resident of the city of Ramallah. Having arrested the killers, the Police opened an investigation into the 
incident. It should be noted that Barabrah was a Customs Police officer. She was killed in the centre of the city of 
Ramallah.  

− On 11 September, Manwa Hasan Kan'an 'Abed, a 48-year-old female resident of the village of Qabalan in the 
governorate of Nablus, was killed of a bullet wound sustained in the head. At the time she was killed, masked 
individuals were opening indiscriminate fire in the village. 'Abed was standing on her house balcony.  

− On 27 September, members of the family of "A" opened fire during a fight with another family, injuring 4 citizens, in 
the city of Rafah. Kalashnikov rifles were used in the family fight. According to ICHR monitoring, the Police arrested 
the persons who opened fire as well as others who took part in the fight.  

 

In addition to deaths resulting from excessive use of force, family fights and arms misuse as well as fatalities generated under 
unknown circumstances, ICHR monitored death incidents under the rubble of collapsed tunnels in the Gaza Strip. A total of 14 
citizens died for various causes, including falling from high places, electric shocks and suffocation due to collapsed tunnels.  



ICHR is views with deep concern the increasing number of casualties under collapsed tunnels in the city of Rafah along the 
Palestinian-Egyptian border. Despite continuing rise in the number of killed and inured citizens, relevant authorities in the Gaza 
Strip have not taken expedient measures as to safeguard citizens' lives and physical safety. 

 

Torture under detention – Cruel, degrading and inhuman treatment:  

ICHR seriously views the continuing violation of detainees' right to physical safety. Furthermore, ICHR deems that all forms 
of abuse and torture exercised by Palestinian security forces in the Gaza Strip and West Bank are prohibited. Culpable as they 
are, these acts should be banned and respective perpetrators penalized. As in previous months, ICHR continued to receive 
grievances over the month of September 2008. Complainants claimed that they were subjected to torture and abuse by security 
agencies of both the PNA in the West Bank and the de facto government in the Gaza Strip.  

In the Gaza Strip, ICHR received 2 complaints from citizens alleging that they were subjected to torture while they were being 
detained or interrogated. In the West Bank, ICHR also received 15 grievances from citizens, claiming that they were subjected 
to torture. Of these, 7 complaints were filed against various branches of the Police; 4 against the Preventive Security; 3 against 
the Military Intelligence; and 1 against the General Intelligence.  

 

2. Violations against the freedoms of opinion and expression as well as peaceful assembly:  

Throughout the PNA-controlled territory, various forms of infringements continued to be committed against freedoms of 
opinion, expression and peaceful assembly. Palestinian security agencies prohibited public sit-ins and peaceful gatherings. 
Security forces also prevented media agencies from covering civil demonstrations and arrested a number of journalists. In this 
context, ICHR reported a number of attacks on peaceful gatherings and the press over the month of September 2008:  

− Beginning on 28 July 2008, the Ministry of Interior at the Gaza deposed government has continued to block distribution of 
the Al Ayyam and Al Hayat al Jadida local newspapers throughout the Gaza Strip. According to the Ministry, both 
newspapers did not cover the Gaza beach blast reported to have occurred on 25 July 2008 in an objective, unbiased manner.  

− On 16 September, security forces of the Ministry of Interior at the Gaza deposed government prevented journalists from 
covering the military campaign carried out against wanted individuals from the Daghmash family in the As Sabrah 
neighborhood in Gaza city over 15 consecutive hours. After the military operation ended, security forces prevented 
journalists from accessing the affected area.   

− Beginning on 29 July 2008, the PNA Preventive Security agency continued to detain Farid Abdul Haleem Mohammed 
Hammad, an editor at the Al Ayyam newspaper in, under an arrest warrant issued forth by the Military Justice Authority in 
the city of Ramallah.  

− On 6 September, Police forces of the Gaza deposed government prevented the Teachers Forum and Islamic Union of 
Vocational Unions, affiliated with the Islamic Jihad Movement, from organizing a sit-in the yard of the Unknown Soldier in 
Gaza city. Protestors intended to call for keeping the educational process aside of political polarizations. According to 
ICHR's information, Police forces demanded that sponsors of the peaceful gathering leave the area, claiming that they had 
not obtained the necessary license. It should be noted, however, that sponsors had been verbally informed of the permission 
to organize the gathering. However, Police forces seized loudspeakers, used force to disperse protestors, and assaulted a 
number of teachers. Police forces also arrested other teachers and released them at a later time. At 01:30 pm on the dawn of 
that day, the spokesman of the Teachers Forum was summoned to the Internal Security headquarters in Al Mashtal. Having 
demanded that he cancel the gathering, Internal Security officers released the spokesman after about three hours. Moreover, 
Police forces prevented journalists and press cameramen from covering the sit-in.  

− On 21 September, General Intelligence officers arrested Usayd al 'Amarneh, a correspondent at the Hamas-affiliated Al 
Aqsa Satellite Channel, in the city of Bethlehem. It should be noted that the Al Aqsa Channel has been denied from 
operating in the West Bank for over a year. According to the statement he made to ICHR, Al 'Amarneh was detained, but 
never presented to the Public Prosecution.  



− On 26 September, the Preventive Security agency arrested journalist Abdullah 'Adawi from the town of Husan in the 
governorate of Bethlehem. 'Adawi was a correspondent at the Al Aqsa Satellite Channel.  

− On 9 September, Palestinian security forces dispersed a peaceful demonstration near the Intercontinental Hotel in the 
vicinity of the 'Ayda refugee camp in the governorate of Bethlehem. A group of citizens protested continued cut off of water 
supplies to the refugee camp. To disperse protestors, security forces used force and opened fire, injuring 7-year-old Jad Allah 
Abu Surour while he was going to his house. The wounded child did not take part in the demonstration.   

 

3. Attacks on charitable associations:  

As in August 2008, over 200 charitable associations and civil society organizations remained closed in the Gaza Strip by a 
decision made by the Minister of Interior at the deposed Government. Although the Ministry of Interior announced that 100 
associations and organizations were reopened, ICHR documented that the Ministry did not redeem any seized assets to 
respective directors. Therefore, these charitable associations and civil society organizations continue to be closed for the third 
month consecutively.  

 

In the West Bank, security agencies continued to intervene in operations of charitable associations and civil society 
organizations; they replaced management boards or interfered in the election of members on boards of directors of other 
associations.  

 

On 3 September, the Ministry of Interior and Preventive Security agency intervened in the election of members on the 
management board of the Women's Union Association in the city of Nablus. Having rejected nomination of former members, the 
Ministry of Interior and Preventive Security agency nominated and elected by recommendation other members on the 
management board.  

 

4. Attacks on public and private institutions and property:  

Over the month of September, ICHR documented the following attacks on public and private institutions and property:  

− On 10 September, an explosive device was detonated inside the Abu Khadhrah Complex of Governmental Departments in 
the centre of Gaza city, causing damage to several buildings in the Complex. Approximately 2 hours following the 
explosion, Police forces located another explosive device inside the Public Prosecution headquarters opposite the Al Azhar 
University in Gaza city.  

− On 28 September, fire erupted on a bus used for transportation of civil and military personnel working at the Rafah Crossing 
Point. The bus was parked in front of a house belonging to a staff member at the Ministry of Interior of the Gaza deposed 
government in the Tal as Sultan neighborhood in the city of Rafah. According to ICHR, the Police started an investigation 
to uncover circumstances associated with the incident.  

− On 22 September, Palestinian General Intelligence officers raided an office belonging to Sameerah al Halayqah, a member 
of the Palestinian Legislative Council, in the city of Hebron. Claiming that Al Halayqah's office was used to carry out illegal 
activities, General Intelligence officers confiscated all contents of the office, including pieces of furniture, computers, 
printers and documents. Officers, however, did no write down an official record of seized objects. Al Halayqah asserted that 
the reported incident contravened the Palestinian Amended Basic Law, particularly Article (53) which prescribes that "No 
Member shall be interfered with in any manner, nor shall any search be made of a Member’s luggage, home, place of 
residence, car, office, or any real estate or movable property belonging to the Member, throughout the period of immunity."  

 



Incidents of fire opened towards public figures and employees:  

Over the month of September, ICHR monitored the following incidents of fire opened towards public personalities and 
employees:  

− On 3 September, unidentified armed individuals opened fire towards a vehicle belonging to Sheikh Hamed al Beitawi 
near the Rujeib Mosque in the city of Nablus. Bullets were fired towards the vehicle whilst Sheikh Al Beitawi was 
inside the mosque.  

− On 14 September, unidentified armed individuals opened fire towards a vehicle belonging to Mr. 'Issa Abu Sharar, 
Chairman of the High Judicial Council, while it was parked outside his house in the Al Masyoun neighborhood in the 
city of Ramallah. According to ICHR monitoring, 2 bullets hit the vehicle's front doors. Mr. Abu Sharar was not in the 
vehicle at the time the attack took place.  

− On 15 September, unknown armed individuals opened fire towards a vehicle belonging to Mr. Jamal at Tawil, 
Chairman of the El Bireh Municipality, while it was parked outside his house in the Um ash Sharayet neighborhood in 
the city of El Bireh. According to ICHR documentation, over 20 bullets hit the vehicle.  

− At dawn on 3 September, unidentified armed individuals opened fire in the vicinity of the house of the Governor of the 
Salfit Governorate. Bullets fired did not hit the house.  

− At 1:30 am on 22 September, unidentified armed individuals opened fire towards a house and vehicle belonging to 
Ahmed Hannoun, Prosecutor of the Jenin Governorate, causing damage to both the house and the vehicle. No casualties 
were reported.  

 

5. Impingements on the right to fair legal proceedings:  

Relevant reported encroachments entail abusive detentions and arrests on political grounds. 

ICHR still expresses deep concern at continuous incidents of abusive detentions and political arrests that do not comply with 
respective legal procedures as well as deny citizens' personal freedoms without any respective legal justifications. In violation of 
the Palestinian Basic Law and Law of Penal Procedure, a most fundamental right of detained citizens as to be presented to a 
natural judge (i.e. regular judiciary) has been expropriated. Security agencies also continue to detain affected citizens under 
arrest warrants issued by the Military Justice Authority.  

In this regard, ICHR received 30 complaints, including 10 against the deposed government's Ministry of Interior in the Gaza 
Strip. In these, citizens claimed that security agencies (namely the Internal Security and the Police) detained them without 
applying fair, legally prescribed procedures. In particular, arrest warrants issued by competent authorities were not presented to 
detainees. Moreover, security agencies searched civilian houses without having obtained relevant search warrants. Especially in 
the As Saraya and Al Mashtal detention and interrogation centers of the Internal Security agency, family visits to detainees were 
denied. In addition, detained persons were not brought before judicial authorities within the legally prescribed period.  

Until the time of reporting, dozens of leaders of the Fatah movement as well as Governors of the Khan Yunis and Gaza 
Governorates are still under political detention at the Al Mashtal detention and interrogation centre belonging to Internal 
Security in Gaza city.  

In the West Bank, ICHR documented 204 complaints over the month of September 2008. Of these, 116 complaints were lodged 
against PNA security agencies. In 89 grievances, complainants alleged that proper legal procedures were not in place when PNA 
security officers arrested them.  

 

6. Delayed execution of court judgments (Palestinian High Court of Justice):  



Notwithstanding decisions entered by the Palestinian High Court of Justice, security agencies have persisted to postpone or delay 
the release of detained citizens. According to the High Court of Justice, detention measures were illegal since affected persons 
were civilians, who had been brought before the Military Justice – a non-cognizable judicial authority.  

 

In this context, the Ramallah branch of the General Intelligence agency did not execute a decision issued forth by the High Court 
as to release Ahmed Rajeh Hamayel, a resident of the city of Ramallah who had been detained since 13 August 2008. Hamayel 
remains to be held at the General Intelligence headquarters. 

 

7. Right of Strike:  

While ensuring smooth operation of public facilities, ICHR confirms that the right to strike is safeguarded by law. However, 
ICHR has documented the following infringements on this human right: 

− In protest against measures taken by the Gaza deposed government's Ministry of Education regarding transference of 
teachers, the work strike declared by the Palestinian Teachers General Union on 24 August 2008 remains effective. 
Originally, the strike was planned to last for a period of five days. In compliance with the decision of the Teachers' Union, a 
large number of teachers refrained from attending classes at schools. In response, the Ministry of Education announced that 
it would punish those who go on the strike. The Ministry also appointed substitute teachers in place of those who are on 
strike. Still, the education process suffers from short number of teachers. According to information reported to ICHR, an 
agreement has not yet been reached to end the strike. In a press conference held on 22 September in the city of Ramallah, 
the Secretary General of the Teachers' Union announced that the strike would be extended until 7 October 2008. According 
to the Secretary General, the strike will not terminate unless an agreement on teachers' rights is reached and penalties 
imposed on them ceased.  

− Also, the strike declared on 24 August by the Union of Medical and Health Professions and Public Employees Union over 
the period from 30 August to 2 September 2008 remains operative. According to information received by ICHR, a state of 
emergency was declared throughout hospitals. Meanwhile, the Gaza Internal Security agency summoned a number of union 
activists affiliated with the Fatah movement as well as physicians to the Al Mashtal headquarters. Moreover, physicians on 
strike were prevented from opening their own clinics.  

 

-Ends- 
  

 


