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This report sheds light on major human rights violations as monitored and documented by the Independent 
Commission for Haman Rights (ICHR) throughout the controlled territory of the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) during the month of July 2008.  

 

Based on monitoring and documentation of violations of human rights and freedoms over July 2008, 
ICHR concludes the following: 

1. Protection of human rights and freedoms sharply declined, particularly in the aftermath 
of a blast on the Gaza beach and ensuing violations against Palestinian citizens as well 
as private and public property by the deposed government in the Gaza Strip. 

2. Compared to June 2008, death toll rose, indicating a deteriorated protection of the 
right to life. 

3. In both the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, Palestinian military courts entered 
sentences to death penalty against citizens charged with collaboration with the Israeli 
occupying forces. 

4. Without reference to relevant provisions of the Palestinian Basic Law and Law of 
Penal Procedure, incidents of arbitrary, abusive detention climbed throughout the 
PNA-controlled territory. 

 

Below is a detailed statement of human rights violations reported this month:  

1. Violation of the right to life and physical safety:  

During the month of July 2008, ICHR reported that 21 citizens died throughout the PNA-controlled 
territory, including 13 citizens in the Gaza Strip and 8 in the West Bank. Of these, 2 citizens committed 
suicide. In the Gaza Strip, 10 were killed in local explosions. The rest of other deaths were reported to have 
taken place in family fights as well as due to lacking conditions of public safety. Compared to June 2008, 16 
citizens were killed this month. As such, the sharp rise in the death toll in July clearly denotes a degraded 
protection of the right to life. Affected citizens were slain on grounds of various causes:  

 

 



Citizens killed in family fights and acts of revenge as well as in incidents of manslaughter: 

According to ICHR monitoring and documentation, 8 citizens were reported to have been killed in family 
fights and acts of revenges:  

- On 19 July, Abdul Salam Jamil Abu Taqiyyeh, a 22-year-old resident of the town of Jabalya in 
Northern Gaza, died after he sustained several bullet wounds in various parts of his body. According 
to ICHR, the homicide was executed on grounds of a family fight. Police forces arrested the 
perpetrator and launched an investigation into the incident.  

- On 31 July, an individual from the family of Abu Taha opened fire towards and killed 27-year-old 
Karam Mohammed al Masri in the city of Khan Yunis. A dispute has been between the Abu Taha and 
Al Masri families for about two years.  

- On 7 July, Rabah Abdul Fattah Khalaf, a 29-year-old resident of the village of Kafr 'Abbush in the 
governorate of Tulkarem was stabbed to death in a family fight. The offender, assisted by his wife and 
son, were involved in the fight. The Governorate Police of Tulkarem opened an investigation into the 
incident, as well as detained the offender, his wife and son in the Tulkarem lockup house to finalise the 
investigation.  

- On 10 July, Mahmoud Abdul Razzaq Badawi, a 51-year-old resident of Dahiyat Iktaba in the city of 
Tulkarem, died of serious burns sustained. On 28 June 2008, a relative of Badawi had poured gasoline 
and set fire to him. Having started an investigation into the crime, the victim identified the criminal 
while he was being treated in hospital.  

- On 7 July, A. M. M. was severely beaten by her brother in Hebron. He took her life by bumping her 
head against a wall. The Governorate Police of Hebron detected the crime on 12 July and held the 
perpetrator on charges of deliberate murder.  

- On grounds of a family dispute, Mohammed Ahmed Abdul Hadi Irmiliyyeh, a 29-year-old resident 
of Jericho, died on 14 July after he was stabbed with a saw used for harvesting bananas. The Police 
arrested the killer, seized the crime tool, and launched an investigation into the murder.  

- On 17 July, a passenger travelling on board a taxi stabbed and killed 'Imad al Furoukh, the taxi 
driver – a 40-year-old resident of the city of Ramallah. The Police detained the perpetrator and 
opened an investigation into the incident.  

- On 15 July, 10-year-old Abdullah Sa'adeh Yousef Khalil died of a fatal wound in the head after an 
illegal vehicle ran over him south of the city of Nablus. Having launched an investigation into the 
incident, Police forces arrested the driver of the illegal vehicle.  

-  

Fatalities generated by Lacking Conditions of Public Safety  

On 15 July, Majed Subhi Rabee', a 28-year-old citizen from Rafah, died of an electric shock while he was 
working inside a tunnel on the Palestinian-Egyptian border. 

Casualties caused by arms misuse:  



A number of citizens were injured as a result of arms misuse. According the ICHR monitoring and 
documentation, these incidents were as follows:  

- On 5 July, two masked individuals opened fire towards Mohammed Tal'at at Tartouri, 25 years old. 
On his way back from a picnic on the Rafah beach, two masked individuals stopped At Tartouri. As he 
attempted to flee, an individual shot him in the leg. It is worth mentioning that At Tartouri is a 
member of the Police forces of the Gaza deposed government.  

- On 29 July, a massive explosion took place in a training site belonging to the 'Izz ad Din al Qassam 
Brigades west of Khan Yunis, leaving three members of the Al Qassam Brigades with injuries. The 
blast also resulted in the injury of 27-year-old Yasser Abu Sitteh, a leading activist of the Fatah-
affiliated Abu ar Rish Brigades. Abu Sitteh had been arrested by the Al Qassam Brigades. According 
to his statement to the ICHR, Abu Sitteh was wounded while he was handcuffed and blindfolded.  

 

Torture under detention – Cruel, degrading and inhuman treatment  

ICHR views with deep concern the continuing violation of detainees' right to physical safety by Palestinian 
security agencies. ICHR deems that all forms of abuse and torture exercised by Palestinian security forces in 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank are prohibited. Culpable as they are, these acts should be banned and 
respective perpetrators punished. As in previous months, ICHR continued to receive grievances over July 
2008. Complainants claimed that they were subjected to torture and abuse by the security agencies of the 
PNA in the West Bank and the de facto government in the Gaza Strip.  

During the month of July, ICHR received 11 complaints from citizens claiming that they were subjected to 
torture while they were being detained or interrogated. Of these, 8 complaints were filed against the Police, 2 
against the Military Intelligence, and 1 against the General Intelligence.  

In the Gaza Strip, ICHR received 8 similar complaints, including 3 lodged against the Internal Security, 3 
against the 'Izz ad Din al Qassam Brigades, and 2 against the Police forces of the deposed government's 
Ministry of Interior.  

 

Sentences to Death Penalty  

Over the reporting period, military courts in the West Bank and Gaza Strip entered two death penalties 
against 3 civilians. According to ICHR, death sentences were as follows:  

- On 20 July, Gaza High Military Court sentenced Iyad Hamed Sukkar, a 35-year-old civilian resident 
of Gaza, to death on grounds of his collaboration with the Israeli occupying forces.  

- On 15 July, Jenin Military Court issued a death penalty sentence against Wael Sa'id Sa'd and his uncle 
Mohammed Sa'd Sa'd, both from the town of Yatta in the governorate of Hebron. According to 
families of the convicted persons, the first trial session convened on 6 July and lasted for four hours. 
In the second trial session, which convened for only 10 minutes on 15 July, the Military Court's 
judgement was pronounced as to sentence the convicts to death. It should be noted that Mohammed 
Sa'd is a fugitive.  



In addition to deaths resulting from family fights and unmet conditions of physical safety, ICHR monitored 
incidents of local blasts, which also took lives of 10 other citizens. All reported explosion incidents took place 
in the Gaza Strip. Furthermore, two citizens committed suicide for social and family causes in the West Bank.  

Of singular note was a blast on the Gaza beach. On 25 July, a huge explosion rocked the area near the Al 
Hilal Rest House on the Gaza beach. Speculated to target a while Audi belonging to Khalil al Hayyeh, a 
member of the Palestinian Legislative Council (PLC), the attack resulted in the killing of 6 citizens.  

In addition to Sirin Isma'il Ahmed as Safadi, a 4-year-old female child, 5 members of the 'Izz ad Din al 
Qassam Brigades were also killed in the attack:  

(i) Nihad Mohammed Hussein Missbeh, 27 years old;  

(ii) Usamah Sa'id al Hilou, 33 years old;  

(iii) Iyad Abdul Hamid Isma'il al Hayyeh, 33 years old;  

(iv) Nidhal Khalil Thiyab al Mubayyedh, 37 years old; and 

(v) Hasan Mohammed Rushdi al Hilou, 28 years old.  

The blast also resulted in the injury of 16 other citizens, some of whom were in critical condition.  

 

2. Violations against the freedom of opinion and expression:  

Throughout the PNA-controlled territory, various forms of infringements continued to be committed against 
freedoms of opinion, expression and assembly. Palestinian security agencies prohibited public sit-ins and 
peaceful gatherings. Security forces also prevented media agencies from covering civil demonstrations as well 
as arrested a number of journalists, writers and academicians. In this context, ICHR reported a number of 
attacks on peaceful gatherings and the press over the month of July:  

- On 26 July, armed members of the 'Izz ad Din al Qassam Brigades raided and confiscated all contents 
of offices of the Palestinian News Agency (WAFA) in the Ar Rimal southern neighbourhood in Gaza 
city.  

- Also on 26 July, Internal Security officers arrested Sawwah Isma'il Abu Seif, a cameraman working 
for the ARD German Television, from his house. No counts were charged against Abu Seif. Protesting 
against the arrest of its cameraman, the Management Board decided to close the ARD Television 
offices in the Gaza Strip.  

- On 28 July, Police forces of the deposed Ministry of Interior prevented circulation of three local 
newspapers – Al Quds, Al Ayyam and Al Hayat al Jadida throughout the Gaza Strip. Having seized 
previous issues, Police forces have continued to prevent relevant representative offices from receiving 
any further issues of the three newspapers.  

- On 30 July 2008, Police forces were dispatched to the house of 36-year-old 'Imad Mahmoud Eid, 
Director of the Ma'an News Agency office in Gaza and correspondent of the Al Manar Satellite 
Channel. Having been requested to accompany them to the Al Abbas Police station in the Gaza city, 



Police officers investigated Eid about a news story released on Ma'an News Agency. Eid was released 
half an hour later.  

- On 26 July, the Palestinian General Intelligence agency in Hebron called Ala' at Titi, a correspondent 
of the Hamas-affiliated Al Aqsa Satellite Channel. Until the time of reporting, At Titi is still detained at 
the General Intelligence detention and interrogation centre.  

- On 29 July, Palestinian Preventive Security officers raided an office belonging to 'Awadh ar Rujoub, a 
correspondent of the Al Jazeera.net at Al Jazeera Satellite Channel, in the town of Dura in the 
governorate of Hebron Preventive Security officers also seized contents of Ar Rujoub's office, 
including computers and his own cellular telephones.  

- On 29 July as well, security officers assaulted Yusri al Jamal, a press photographer at Reuters, in the 
city of Hebron. Al Jamal was covering a women's procession organised by Hizb at Tahreer (Islamic 
Party of Liberation) on the occasion of subverting the Islamic Caliphate. Two Palestinian National 
Security officers hit Al Jamal's camera against a vehicle's hood and broke it. In effect, Reuters lodged 
a complaint to Mr. Nimer Hammad, the Advisor to the PNA President, on the attack.  

- On 15 July, Palestinian Preventive Security officers prevented the family of Jamal Abu al Jadayil, 
Chairman of the As Samoa' Municipality who had been detained since 6 July. Officers prevented 
protestors from sitting in near the Preventive Security offices. Following a clash, Preventive Security 
officers dispersed the sit-in and tore apart banners demanding the release of Abu al Jadayil. According 
to Abu al Jadayil's brother, incidents of beating or assaults did not take place during dispersion of the 
sit-in.  

- Called by Hizb at Tahreer (Islamic Party of Liberation) on the anniversary of subverting the Islamic 
Caliphate, Palestinian security officers blocked women's attempt to hold a conference in the Taj Mahal 
halls in the city of Hebron on 29 July. As a result, women marched towards the area of Murabba'at 
Sibtah in the city centre of Hebron. Meanwhile, security officers attempted to arrest Maher al Ja'bari, 
Hizb at Tahreer spokesman in the governorate of Hebron, but he fled. Security officers also arrested 
over 20 bystander citizens.  

 

3. Attacks on public and private institutions and property:  

ICHR monitored several incidents of attacks on public and private institutions and property. All reported 
events took place in the Gaza Strip in the aftermath of the July 25 blast on the Gaza beach.  

- On 10 July, unidentified individuals detonated an explosive device on the first floor of a building in the 
centre of the city of Rafah. The building housed the Rafah Sports Services Club, offices of the Club's 
Management Board, various associations and institutions, as well as leased commercial shops. 
Believed to be targeting offices of the Yabus Charitable Association, the attack caused severe damage 
to the building.   

- On 25 July, an explosive device was detonated at the entrance to a house belonging to Marwan Abu 
Ras, PLC member and Chairman of the Palestine League of Scholars, on the An Nafaq Street in Ad 
Daraj neighbourhood in Gaza city, causing damage to the house. According the deposed government's 
Police spokesman, Police forces launched an investigation into the incident and arrested 3 suspects.   



- On 26 July, ICHR reported that security forces of the Gaza deposed government and members of the 
Hamas-affiliated 'Izz ad Din al Qassam Brigades raided, confiscated contents of and closed dozens of 
civil society organisations and charitable associations belonging to the Fatah movement, as well as to 
allied movements and other factions throughout the Gaza Strip. According to ICHR, 152 
associations, institutions and sports clubs were under attack1. Furthermore, security officers and 
members of Al Qassam Brigades seized control of the headquarters of governorates in the Gaza Strip 
and denied access to relevant staff. They also took control of the Fatah Headquarters and seized 
pieces of furniture. Moreover, the deposed government's security agencies expropriated offices of the 
National Activity Commission of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), as well as territorial 
offices in areas and neighbourhoods in the governorates of Gaza and Northern Gaza. Offices of the 
Palestinian Council for Public Relations, chaired by Dr. Ziyad Abu 'Amr, PLC member, and were also 
raided and furniture confiscated. Additionally, security agencies raided and searched offices of the 
Palestinian Centre for Democracy and Conflict Resolution.  

Moreover, the deposed government's security agencies and members of Al Qassam Brigades raided 
the PLO Department of Refugees' Affairs and seized some furniture. They also raided offices of the 
General Union of Palestine Students as well as stormed into and confiscated contents of offices of the 
Refugees Committee in the Ash Shati' refugee camp; offices of the Fatah parliamentary bloc; and 
office of Ibrahim Abu an Naja, member of the Fatah Supreme Command in the Gaza Strip. In addition 
to raiding it, security officers destroyed and removed the doors and windows of the office of the 
Board of Trustees at the Al Azhar University.  

 

It should also be noted that the majority of reported aggressions and raids on charitable associations 
and civil society organisations were committed by members of the 'Izz ad Din al Qassam Brigades – 
Hamas' military wing.  

 

4. Impingements on the right to fair legal proceedings:  

Relevant reported violations entail abusive detentions, arrests on political grounds and infringement on the 
right to personal security.  

 

ICHR expresses deep concern about continuous incidents of abusive detentions and political arrests that do 
not comply with respective legal procedures, thereby denying personal freedom without any legal 
justifications. In violation of the Palestinian Basic Law and Law of Penal Procedure, a most fundamental right 
of detained citizens as to be presented to a natural judge (i.e. regular judiciary) has been suspended. As such, 
security agencies continue to detain affected citizens by virtue of arrest warrants issued forth by the Military 
Justice Authority.  

The gravest violations were perpetrated following the aforesaid Gaza beach blast. According to information 
reported to ICHR, the deposed government's security forces and members of the 'Izz ad Din al Qassam 
Brigades carried out a campaign of massive arrests in the Gaza governorates. Having raided their houses and 
confiscated computers and mobile telephones, security agencies arrested hundreds of Fatah leading figures, 

                                                        
1 ICHR keeps a complete record of all these infringements.  



members and proponents without compliance with any respective legal procedures. Also infringing their right 
to personal security, security officers severely beat detainees. Scores of detainees were also subjected to 
physical assault and cruel, degrading and inhuman treatment. As a result, some detained citizens were 
transported to hospital for medical treatment. Until the time of reporting, ICHR was denied visits to any 
detainees held in detention and interrogation centres. Meantime, security forces continue to arrest leaders and 
members of the Fatah movement in the Gaza Strip.  

In this regard, ICHR received 37 complaints, including 27 against the deposed government's Ministry of 
Interior. In these complaints, citizens claimed that security agencies (namely the Internal Security and the 
Police) detained them without applying fair, legally prescribed procedures. In particular, arrest warrants 
issued by competent authorities were not presented to detainees. Moreover, security agencies searched 
civilian houses without having obtained relevant search warrants. Especially in the detention and interrogation 
centre of the Internal Security agency (As Saraya), family visits to detainees were entirely denied. In addition, 
detained persons were not brought before judicial authorities within the legally prescribed period.  

 

In the West Bank, ICHR documented 157 complaints over the month of July 2008. In 28 grievances lodged, 
complainants claimed that PNA security forces did not apply proper legal procedures when security officers 
arrested them.  

For the fourth month, ICHR continues to be denied a free visit to the detention and interrogation centre of 
the General Intelligence in Hebron. The General Intelligence Director and his deputy still stipulate that the 
legal advisor to the General Intelligence should be present on the visit – a condition that ICHR considers to 
be a breach of its right to unconditioned visits to detention and interrogation centres.  

Delayed execution of court judgements (Palestinian High Court of Justice)  

Despite the fact that the High Court of Justice entered a decision on the release of Miqdad Abu Juheisheh on 
14 July, security agencies postponed his release until 16 July 2008. In light of ICHR's visit on 16 June 2008, 
Abu Juheisheh was detained under a decision made by the Military Justice Authority. Conditions surrounding 
his detention were also illegal.  

-Ends- 

    
 

 


