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April 2008 Report on Human Rights Violations 
 
 
This report highlights human rights violations as monitored by the Independent Commission for Haman Rights (ICHR) 
over the month of April 2008 throughout the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) controlled territory.  
 
It should be noted that reported violations are not necessarily exhaustive as to cover all human rights infringements in the PNA-
controlled territory. Events covered in this Report are only those monitored by ICHR based on Palestinian citizens' complaints 
and ICHR research team's oversight.  
 
Over April 2008, ICHR reported the following violations against human rights throughout the PNA-controlled territory:  
 
 
1. Violation of the right to life and physical safety:  
On grounds of various causes, 10 citizens, including 6 in the Gaza Strip and 4 in the West Bank, were killed.  
 
Fatalities caused by arms abuse:  
On 4 April, a citizen was killed, while he was tampering with his personal gun, in the area of Ad Daraj neighbourhood in the 
Gaza city.  
 
Death resulting from torture:  
In the past month, ICHR reported 1 torture-caused death. On 15 April, Palestinian Police forces located the corpse of Sami 
'Atiyyeh Khattab, 35 years old, near the beach opposite the city of Az Zahra' southwest the Gaza city. Signs of severe torture 
were visible on all parts of the corpse. Khattab was a Palestinian General Intelligence officer. On 13 April, he had been abducted 
from his boutique in the city of Deir al Balah by unknown armed individuals.  
 
Deaths of detonated explosives: 
During the last month, 4 citizens were killed in blasts in the Gaza Strip. On 13 April, an explosion took place in a house 
belonging to Nour ad Din Ahmed al Mutawwaq in the vicinity of Mus'ab Bin 'Umayr Mosque in the area of Jabalya. As a result, 
15-year-old Hussein Nour ad Din al Mutawwaq, the house owner's son, died and his brother as well as another citizen sustained 
critical wounds. On 17 April, medical sources announced that the two affected citizens died of injuries sustained.  
 
Also on 17 April, fire erupted in a weapons manufacturing warehouse in the area of Ash Shabura in Rafah. In an ensuing 
explosion, 1 citizen was killed and 2 others injured. Of those wounded, a citizen was reported to have died at noon on 19 April.   
 
Citizens killed in family fights and acts of revenge as well as under obscure circumstances:  
In the West Bank, 2 citizens were slain over April 2008 during incidents of family fights and acts of revenge. Moreover, a 
female citizen died under obscure circumstances.  
 
Casualties generated by absent conditions of public safety:  
On 19 April, Yasser Nael Abdul Baqi, 10 years old, drowned in a swimming pool in a public park in the city of Jericho. A 
resident of the village of Bizzariya in the governorate of Nablus, Abdul Baqi was on a school trip to the city of Jericho.  
 
Injuries  
During the month of April, ICHR reported that over 25 citizens were injured in incidents of family fights and firearms abuse. 
Other citizens also sustained wounds in unknown conditions.  
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The most prominent incident, during which citizens were injured, was reported to have taken place in the city of Nablus. On 15 
April, a Palestinian security officer opened fire towards an armed individual in the city centre as he did not stop at the security 
officer's request. As a result, 4 bystander citizens, including a child, sustained bullet wounds due to scattering shrapnel.  
 
 
2. Violations against freedom of opinion and expression:  
On 18 April, police forces of the deposed government in the Gaza Strip dispersed a civilian rally organised by the Fatah 
movement on the occasion of the Palestinian Prisoner’s Day. Police officers opened fire in the air and beat protestors with clubs. 
Other Police officers in civilian clothes chased protestors again and beat them with sticks, leaving 2 citizens with injuries. Once 
more, police officers opened fire in the air and arrested 2 protestors. police forces also seized a number of cellular telephones, 
claiming that citizens took photographs of the reported events. Before the rally took place, police officers had also confiscated a 
camera belonging to journalist 'Imad Abdul Rahman al 'Ajrami.   
 
On 26 April, police forces of the Gaza deposed government also posted a decision on the official website of the Palestinian police 
agency, stating that licences should be obtained prior to holding public assemblies and festivals from the Police Administration. 
The police approval should be acquired before any public assembly or gathering is organised.    
 
 
 
3. Attacks on public and private Institutions and property:  
On 3 April, the upper part of the memorial of the English Cemetery along Salah ad Din Street in the town of Az Zawayida in the 
central Gaza governorate was destroyed (using explosives). On 10 April, an explosive device was detonated at the entrance to 
Hatem's Beauty Salon, along Khaled Bin al Waleed Street in Ar Rimal neighbourhood in Gaza city, destroying the entrance and 
causing damage to the beauty salon as well as to vehicles parked nearby.  
 
On 21 April, an explosive device was detonated on vacant land belonging to the family of Abu Rahmeh south of the Ad Dirah 
Hotel on the Gaza city beach. The blast caused damage to the wall and kitchen windows of the hotel.  
 
 
4. Violation of the right to fair litigation:  
During the month of April, ICHR received 16 complaints against the Ministry of Interior of the deposed government in the 
Gaza Strip. Of these, 7 complaints were filed against the Police, 6 against the Internal Security, and 3 against both agencies (the 
Police and Internal Security). In these complaints, affected citizens claimed that they were arrested on arbitrary grounds and in 
disregard of applicable, sound legal procedures. According to the complaints lodged, armed individuals raided civilian houses 
and arrested citizens without presenting arrest warrants issued by the competent Public Prosecution. Furthermore, citizens were 
arrested without being notified of the charges against them. In the process, detained citizens were beaten as well as subjected to 
inhuman, degrading treatment and torture.   
 
In the West Bank, ICHR received 30 complaints on arbitrary detention and contravention of relevant, applicable legal 
procedures. Of those filed, 11 complaints were submitted against the Preventive Security agency and 2 against the Military 
Intelligence agency.  
 
5. Death penalties:  
Over April 2008, the West Bank Supreme Military Court issued forth two death penalties against 2 citizens. On 7 April, the 
Supreme Military Court in the city of Jenin entered a judgement against 24-year-old Thaer Mahmoud Irmeilat, a Palestinian 
Military Police officer, ruling for his execution by shooting. Irmeilat had been charged with killing a Palestinian National 
Security officer in the city of Tulkarem in 2007.  
 
On 28 April, the Supreme Military Court in the city of Hebron also rendered a judgement ruling for execution by shooting 
against 'Imad Mahmoud Sa'd Sa'd, a 22-year-old citizen convicted of collaboration with the Israeli occupation authorities and 
plotting for the assassination of 4 citizens wanted by the Israeli occupation army.  
 
6. Violation of the right and freedom to establish and join associations and unions:  
On 19 April, police forces of the Gaza deposed government closed the Al Maghazi Services Club in the Central Gaza 
governorate on alleged criminal grounds. Police officers took position at the entrance and denied access to the Club.   
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- End - 
 


