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Monthly Report on
Human Rights & Freedoms Violations
In the Palestinian-Controlled Territories
During December 2011

This report shows the most prominent violations recorded by the Independent Commission for Human
Rights (ICHR) during December 2011 in the Palestinian-Controlled Territories. Of the violations
monitored by ICHR, the following results have been concluded:

- The occurrence of a number of deaths for various reasons, including family disputes, chaos
arms, or negligence.

- The continued allegations of torture and ill-treatment of detainees in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip, according to complaints submitted to ICHR.

- The continued lack of due process in detention in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

- The continuing problem of non-implementation of court decisions or procrastination in their
implementation in the West Bank.

- The continued cases of non-granting passports to citizens from Gaza Strip by the Ministry of
Interior in the West Bank.

Details of Violations:

First: Violations of the right to life and personal integrity:

ICHR has recorded (10) deaths during December 2011 in the Palestinian-Controlled Territories, of
which (7) cases in Gaza Strip and (3) cases in the West Bank. Two cases took place in Gaza Strip as a
result of brawls, disputes and manslaughter. One case as a result of the misuse of weapons took place
in the Gaza Strip. Three cases took place as a result of negligence, including one case in the West Bank
and two cases in Gaza Strip. Three cases occurred in mysterious circumstances, including two in the
West Bank and one case in Gaza Strip. One death case occurred in Gaza Strip on the background of
the so-called “family honor”.

Clarification of deaths that occurred during the month of December of 2011:
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. Death on the background of quarrels, disputes or manslaughter:

During the reporting period, ICHR documented two death cases occurred in Gaza Strip on the
background of quarrels or disputes. These can be summarized as follows. On 12/12/2011,
Mustafa Abdul-Khaleq Al-Hweiwi, 64, and his wife Halima Hosni Al-Hweiwi, 60, from Bureij
Refugee Camp, died as a result of gunshot wounds to the head. According to the information
available to ICHR, the police arrived at the scene and opened an investigation into the incident
and have found that the incident took place on the background of family disputes. The police
arrested the accused by opening fire.

. Death as a result of chaos and misuse of weapons:

During the period covered by the report, ICHR documented one death case occurred as a result
of chaos in Gaza Strip, and can be summed up as follows: On 26/12/2011, Imad Kamel
Washah, 36, from Jabalya Refugee Camp, was killed by shrapnel explosion of an explosive
device. According to the information available to ICHR, the incident occurred while the person
in question was storing the device on the roof of his house which led to its explosion. The police
arrived at the scene and opened an investigation into the incident.

. Death in mysterious circumstances:

During the period covered by the report, ICHR documented three death cases occurred due to
negligence: one case in Gaza Strip and two cases in the West Bank. On 22/12/2011, the police
found the body of Ayman Mohammad, 36, from Gaza City. According to the information
available to ICHR, the police received a notification that there was a body in an empty area, east
of Jabalyia, and the body was stripped of clothes and handcuffed. According to the forensic
information, the death occurred as a result of strangulation. The police arrived at the scene and
opened an investigation into the incident and the person was arrested pending further
investigation.

On 07/12/2011, the body of Yousef Issa Awad, 23, from the town of Yatta, Hebron district, was
found in his car in one of the town streets, and had traces of firing bullets in different parts of
his body. The body was taken to the Hebron Governmental Hospital for an autopsy to determine
the cause of death. According to the information available to ICHR, the police arrived at the
scene and opened an investigation into the incident and arrested one of the suspects. The
investigation is still ongoing.

On 04/12/2011, the body of Shukri Edward Batarseh, 38, of Bethlehem, was found in the
garage of the building where he lived and traces of multiple stab wounds of white weapon
(knife) were found in different parts of his body. The body was taken to the governmental
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hospital in the city for an autopsy to determine the cause of death. According to the information
available to ICHR, the police arrived at the scene and opened an investigation into the incident.

. Death due to negligence and failure to provide public safety conditions:

During the period covered by the report, ICHR documented three death cases occurred due to
negligence: One case occurred in the West Bank, and two cases in Gaza Strip. On 06/12/2011,
five-year-old Sam Ahmad Sahloul and three-year-old Malak Ahmad Sehweil from Khan
Younis Refugee Camp died as a result of drowning in a sanitation pool. According to the
information available to ICHR, the bodies have been removed from the pool located west of the
camp and near the family home. The pond lacks the necessary precautions for protection and
public safety.

On 15/12/2011, Mohammad Jamil Abu Kweik, 32, from Jalazoun Refugee Camp in the
governorate of Ramallah died as a result of falling the elevator on him while doing
maintenance of a lift in the city of Bethlehem. According to the information available to ICHR,
the police arrived at the scene and opened an investigation into the incident and the
investigation is still ongoing.

. Death on the background of the so-called “family honor”:

During the period covered by the report, ICHR documented one death case, which occurred on
the background of the so-called “family honor” in Gaza Strip. The incident can be summarized
as follows: On 23/12/2011, (m. k. a. 45 years) from Sheikh Radwan neighborhood in Gaza died
as a result of exposure to suffocation. According to the information available to ICHR, the body
arrived at Al-Shifa’ Hospital in Gaza City. The initial screening found that the cause of death
was fret hands. From the investigations carried out, it was shown that the incident took place
on the background of the so-called “family honor” and the police arrested the suspect pending
investigation.

Injury due to misuse of weapons and chaos - internal explosions:

On 18/12/2011, (Mohammad Ahmad Al-Najjar, 52, Samer Mohammad Al-Najjar, 26, and
Ahmad Mohammad Al-Najjar 18) from the town of Khuza'a, east of Khan Yunis, were injured
in different parts of the body. According to the information available to ICHR, the injuries
caused by the explosion of a suspicious object while they were collecting pieces of iron “scrap”
in the town, and were transferred to the Gaza European Hospital in Khan Younis and received
the necessary treatment.

On 19/12/2011, (14-year-old Yousef Abdullah Tafesh, 17-year-old Mohammad Abdullah
Tafesh, and 17-year-old Ibrahim Imad Abu Ashiban) from the Tel Sultan neighborhood in
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Rafah, were injured in different parts of the body. According to the information available to
ICHR, the injuries were caused by the explosion of a suspicious object while they were
combining pieces of iron “scrap” in the neighborhood. They were taken to the Gaza European
Hospital in Khan Younis and received the necessary treatment.

. Torture while in detention - cruel and degrading treatment:

ICHR is gravely concerned about the continued violation of the right of detainees to their
physical safety by the Security Services. ICHR considers all forms of ill-treatment and torture
committed by the Security Services in the West Bank and Gaza Strip prohibited practices that
should be criminalized and its perpetrators be punished as criminal acts. During the month of
December and the preceding months, ICHR continued to receive complaints in which
complainants allege their exposure to torture and ill-treatment by the Security Services in the
West Bank or in Gaza Strip.

In the West Bank, ICHR received during the month of December (99) complaints against the
Security Services, including (8) complaints from citizens alleging torture, constituting (8%) of
the total number of complaints against the Security Services. All these complaints were against
the administration of the General Intelligence in the police. Allegations of torture focused on
beatings, Shabah, punching and ill-treatment.

In Gaza Strip, ICHR received during the month of December (34) complaints against the
Security Services, including (10) complaints from citizens alleging their exposure to torture or
ill-treatment, representing (29%) of the number of complaints against Security Services in
Gaza Strip during detention. All complaints of torture were recorded against the police.

Although the Commission and its representatives were prevented from visiting the detention
center affiliated to the Internal Security Service for the third year in a row, and were also
prevented from visiting the Correction and Rehabilitation Center (Gaza Central Prison), which
is the only center organized according to the law of reform and rehabilitation centers (prisons),
No. (6) of 1998, since December 2010. However, the Commission hopes that it can be allowed
visiting as soon as possible, based on its contacts with officials in the Internal Security in Gaza
Strip, and the positive promises it received recently from governmental officials in Gaza Strip,
in order to take a closer look at the situation in the centers and the detainees. The Commission
also hopes to solve the problem of not receiving replies to its correspondence concerning the
inquiry about complaints lodged by the detainees’ relatives to verify the validity of the claims
contained therein.

In the West Bank, ICHR’s delegate in Tubas was denied access to the detention and investigation
center of the Preventive Security in Tubas to view the conditions of the center and the detainees
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closely. The prevention of the visit started on 03/07/2011 and continued until the date of
preparing this report, despite the Commission’s attempt during the month of October to resolve
this issue, but to no avail.

Second: Violation of the right to fair legal procedures:

This includes the right to arbitrary arrest and detention on political grounds. There are still a
number of civilians tried by the military judiciary in files presented to it before 15/01/2010,
which is considered a deprivation of personal freedom without legal justification. Therefore,
the Commission looks with extreme seriousness at the continuing cases of arbitrary arrest and
detention without due legal process in arrest. One of the most fundamental rights of detained
citizens has been dropped in the need to display them to their natural judge (civil justice), in
grave violation of the Palestinian Basic Law and the Law of Criminal Procedure.

These arrests have continued in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to a variable extent. The
Commission has received numerous complaints from citizens who have been arrested and
confined to arbitrary detention.

During the month of December 2011, ICHR received in the West Bank (197) complaints,
including (99) complaints against the Security Services, of which (31) focused on the invalidity
of arrest procedures, the fact that the complainants were either arrested for political reasons or
arbitrary detention.

In Gaza Strip, ICHR received during the same month (76) complaints, including (34)
complaints against the Security Services affiliated to the Ministry of Interior in the government
in Gaza, of which (22) complaints citizens claim invalidity of arrest procedures and detention
on political grounds.

Third: Attack on civil liberties and freedom of peaceful assembly and assault on the
freedom of journalists and the attack on associations:

During the period covered by the report, the following attacks occurred:
Freedom of peaceful assembly:

On 11/12/2011, members of the Internal Security Service and the police broke into the hall of
Al-Sama’ Restaurant west of Gaza City, where the General Union of Palestinian Women
(GUPW) was celebrating the graduation of girls within the women’s building and
empowerment project. As reported by member of the GUPW General Secretariat to the ICHR’s
researcher, the security personnel have closed the sound equipment and cut power to the
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participants, under the pretext of not having a permit. The manager of the restaurant was
detained for about three hours, and was interrogated about allowing assembling without a
permit. He was released after signing a pledge not to repeat that again.

On 26 - 31/12/2011, the Security Services “Internal Security & Police” in Gaza governorates
launched a campaign of calls and arrest of dozens of cadres and supporters of Fatah Movement,
after receiving reports to come to the headquarters of the services in their places of residence.
They were detained and interrogated about their activities in Fatah, and about events or
activities expected in the memory of the inception of Fatah movement, which marks on 01
January. They were asked to sign a pledge not to undertake any activities, while a number of
them were detained for several days, and a number received calls to attend again after this date.

On 31/12/2011, Yasser Shaath and Ahmad Shuman of Sha’outh refugee camp west of Rafah
were wounded during a rally with dozens of Fatah supporters were celebrating the anniversary
of its inception. A masked person wearing black uniform approached them and opened fired on
their legs. According to an affidavit by one of the injured, the masked threatened him before
shooting him, and that the police were at the scene dispersing the participants and that the
injured were taken to Abu Yousef Al Najjar Hospital in the city, and the police came to the
hospital and recorded his words.

Fourth: Delay and procrastination in the implementation of Palestinian court decisions in
the West Bank:

It was observed during this month as in previous months the continuation of non-
implementation of court decisions, or circumvent or delay in their implementation, and focus
in the West Bank, albeit less frequently than before. The failure to implement the decisions of
the Palestinian courts, whatever the degree, is a clear violation of the provisions of the
Palestinian Basic Law, specifically Article (106) thereof. The article stipulates that “judicial
decisions are enforceable and to refrain from implementing it any way shall be considered a
crime punishable by imprisonment and removal from office...”

In the field of the High Court of Justice, the Magistrate's Court and the Court of First Instance
and decisions issued by it, ICHR has documented a number of complaints about the issuance of
decisions of the Supreme Court, and the Executive - both its security and civil authorities —
failed to implement those decisions until the moment of preparing this report. Decisions
include the following:



Received by the authority during the month of December complaints from citizens alleging
non-implementation of decisions of courts or the official authorities procrastinated in their
implementation. Those decisions were as follows:

No. Name Place of Detention Date of Issuing Date of
Detention Court Rulings

1. Ahmad Abed Al-Rahman Nablus intelligence 14/02/2011 | On 03/11/2011,
Abdullah Mohammad detention Center a decision was

issued by the
Court of First
Instance in
Nablus to release
him on bail. It
has not been
implemented so

far.
2.| Saber Ahmad Abed Al-Aziz Nablus Intelligence 27/09/2011 | On 17/10/2011,
Kan’an Detention Center a decision was

issued by the

Magistrate’s
Court of Nablus
to release him.
However, it has

not been
implemented so
far.
3. Kifah Daoud Hassan Nablus Intelligence 27/09/2011 | On 18/10/2011,
Khalilyeh Detention Center a decision was

issued by the
Magistrate’s
Court of Nablus
to release him.
However, it has
not been
implemented so
far.

4, Anas Abed Al-Malek Al- Hebron Intelligence 22/11/2011 | On 11/12/2011,

7



Hawar Detention Center a decision was
issued by the
Magistrate’s

Court of Halhoul

to release him on
judicial bail.

However, it has
not been
implemented so
far.

5. Marwan Mohammad Al- Hebron Intelligence 22/11/2011 | On 12/12/2011,
Hawar Detention Center a decision was
issued by the
Magistrate’s
Court of Halhoul
to release him on
judicial bail.
However, it has
not been
implemented so
far.

In addition, there are still a number of decisions that have not been implemented since
long periods. During the previous months, a number of relevant administrative decisions,
although issued, the Executive Power failed to implement.

Fifth: Violation of the right to movement and travel:
Residents are still suffering in the Gaza Strip due to the unavailability of passport books in the
governorates of Gaza since November 2008.

According to information the Commission obtained from officials at the Interior Ministry in
Gaza, the Ministry of Interior in the West Bank does not send passport books for Gaza citizens,
causing the denial of their right to travel and movement, in addition to the urgent need for
special cases, including sick cases where decisions are made to receive medical treatment

! Attached to this report a table of the decisions issued during the previous months that have not been implemented by
the official authorities until the date of releasing this report.
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abroad, and students who are studying outside the country, in addition to thousands of people
who need passports that have expired and require renewal.

ICHR received during the month of December (8) complaints from citizens from Gaza Strip
alleging that the Ministry of Interior in Ramallah is depriving them of their right to issue their
own passports or renewal. It should be noted that the submission of applications for passports
are made through the public services offices in Gaza, which track citizens’ applications with
the Interior Ministry in Ramallah. Complainants have been informed that the cause of
prevention of access to passports is for “security reasons” and passports are issued by the
General Intelligence Service in Ramallah, without any explanation about that. Complainants
are (Nihad Fathi Abu Kush, Misbah Ahmad Abu Luz, Ahmad Abdul Rahim Abu Ata, Ahmad
Jum’a Abu Amar, Ashraf Omar Abu Lebdeh, Annan Subhi Abu Ni’meh, Arafat Yousef Ahmad
and Attar Yousef Wadi).

<<End>>
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