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Monthly Report on 

Violations of Human Rights and Freedoms in Palestine 

May 2016 

 

In May 2016, domestic violations continued at a varying pace. This Monthly Summary 

Report highlights major human rights violations as monitored and documented by the 

Independent Commission for Human Rights (ICHR). Based on monitoring and 

documentation of encroachments on human rights and public freedoms during the month 

of April 2016, the ICHR concludes the following: 

Domestic human rights violations 

Violation 
April 

2016 
May 2016 

West 

Bank 

Gaza 

Strip 

Incidents of unnatural death 
8 20 9 11 

Complaints against torture and ill-treatment 
37 37 16 21 

Violation of the right to the due process of 

law 
20 60 27 33 

Governor-ordered detentions 
6 17 17 

― 

Attacks on peaceful assemblies 
6 9 5 4 

Unenforced or delayed enforcement of 

court decisions 
6 4 4 

― 

Violation of the right to freedom of 

movement and travel 
3 1 1 

― 

Death sentences 
3 3 

― 
3 

Dismissal from civil service 
4 2 2 

― 

 

 Compared to eight incidents reported in April 2016, the ICHR monitored 20 incidents of 

unnatural death during the month May 2016. 

 As in April 2016, the ICHR received 37 complaints against torture and ill-treatment in May 

2016.  

 In contrast with 20 complaints filed in April 2016, the ICHR received 60 complaints on 

violations of the right to the due process of law and detention without fair trial. 

انـــوق الإنســة لحقــة المستقلــالهيئ  

فلسطين -"ديوان المظالم"  

The Independent Commission for Human Rights 
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 The ICHR received 17 complaints against governor-ordered detentions in the West Bank. Six 

complaints were lodged in April 2016.  

 The ICHR documented nine attacks on peaceful assemblies and one encroachment on the 

freedom of the press and freedom of opinion and expression. By contrast, six attacks were 

reported in April 2016. 

 Compared to six incidents in April 2016, the ICHR received four complaints against 

unenforced or delayed enforcement of court decisions. 

 The ICHR documented seven attacks on public institutions in the West Bank. One attack was 

reported in April 2016.  

 The ICHR documented three death sentences carried out by the Gaza-based High Military 

Court.  

 According to ICHR documentation, two civil servants were dismissed on arbitrary grounds, 

claiming that they were not disabled or without stating any reasons.  

 

A detailed description of violations:  

 

I. Violations of the right to life and physical safety  

During the month of May 2016, the ICHR documented 20 death incidents, including nine 

in the West Bank and 11 in the Gaza Strip. Of these, four citizens died in mysterious 

circumstances, including two in the West Bank and two in Gaza. Seven citizens died in 

family feuds and manslaughters. These included three deaths in Gaza and four in the 

West Bank. Nine citizens, including six in Gaza and three in the West Bank, died as a 

result of failure to implement public safety measures. Three citizens were executed in 

Gaza. Below is a detailed account of death incidents:  

1. Deaths in mysterious circumstances  

- On 6 May 2016, R. A., a 26-year-old female resident of the Jericho city, died of 

poisoning after consuming a toxic substance. According to information provided 

to the ICHR, R. A. was admitted to the Jericho Public Hospital in critical 

condition after he had consumed a pesticide. The Police arrived at the scene and 

launched an investigation into the incident. To identify causes of death, the Public 

Prosecution decided to refer the dead body to the Forensic Medicine Institute.  

- On 7 May 2016, A. N., a 36-year-old resident of the Tal al Za’tar neighbourhood, 

Northern Gaza governorate, died of severe burn injuries sustained in a fire 

accident caused by a cooking gas cylinder at home. According to information 

provided to the ICHR, the dead body was transported to the Indonesian Hospital 

in Beit Lahiya. The Police arrived at the scene and opened an investigation into 

the incident. The corpse was transported to the Forensic Medicine Institute.  
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- On 16 May 2016, the dead body of M. N., 66 years old, was located in a pool in 

the Meithalun town, Jenin governorate. The Police arrived at the scene and 

opened an investigation into the incident. 

- On 27 May 2016, the dead boy of A. A., 53 years old, was located. A. A. was 

stabbed with a sharp tool (knife) in the neck and chest. According to information 

provided to the ICHR, the Police located the corpse in a room, which A. A. had 

rented on Street 2 in the Al Qarara town north of Khan Yunis city. Having 

launched an investigation into the incident, the Police detained a person suspected 

of committing the crime.  

 

2. Deaths in family feuds, disputes and manslaughter  

- On 8 May 2016, F. Z., a 54-year-old resident of the Bani Na’im town, Hebron 

governorate, died of three bullet wounds in the chest. According to information 

provided to the ICHR, F. Z. was injured after a relative of his opened fire during a 

family fight in the town. The Police arrived at the scene and launched an 

investigation into the incident. A decision was made to perform an autopsy on the 

dead body. The Public Prosecution also started an investigation. Following the 

incident, relatives of the dead man set fire to almost 20 houses, commercial 

premises, and two farms belonging to the killer’s family.  

- On 11 May 2016, A. A., a 22-year-old resident of the Khan Yunis city, died of a 

bullet wound in the head. According to information provided to the ICHR, A. A. 

sustained injuries during a family feud, during which firearms were used. A.A. 

died on his way to the Gaza European Hospital. The Police arrived at the scene, 

launched an investigation into the incident, and arrested a number of suspects who 

opened fire for further investigation.  

- On 12 May 2016, Th. A., a 78-year-old female resident of the Gaza city, died of 

serious wounds after she had been hit with a sharp object on the head. According 

to information received by the ICHR, Th. A. arrived dead at the Al Shifa’ 

Hospital in Gaza. The Public Prosecution and Police arrived at the scene and 

opened an investigation into the incident. A number of suspects were arrested. It 

was revealed that Th. A. was killed at the time her house was being burgled.  

- On 17 May 2016, A. A. a 63-year-old resident of the Deir al Hatab village, 

Tulkarem governorate, died of stab wounds by a sharp tool. According to 

information received by the ICHR, A. A. died of a stab wound in the chest during 

a family feud. The Police arrived at the scene and opened an investigation into the 

incident. The culprit was arrested.  
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- On 18 May 2016, A. N., a 4-year-old boy from the Jabalya refugee camp, died of 

suffocation. The dead body was transported to the Indonesian Hospital in Beit 

Lahiya. According to information provided to the ICHR, the boy died after he had 

been attacked by his sister, who pressed his neck and shut his mouth, resulting in 

his immediate death. The Police and Public Prosecution opened an investigation 

into the incident. The corpse of the child was transported to the Forensic Medicine 

Institute. The suspect was arrested for further investigation.  

- On 26 May 2016, A. S., a 36-year-old resident of the Bethlehem city, died of 

serious wounds after he had been hit with sharp objects. According to information 

provided to the ICHR, A. S. died after he had been attacked during a brawl in the 

city on 19 May 2016. He was transported to the Arab Society Hospital, where he 

died. The Police arrived at the scene and launched an investigation into the 

incident. A decision was made to perform an autopsy on the dead body. A number 

of suspects were also arrested for further investigation.  

- On 26 May 2016, A. J., a 27-year-old resident of the Silat al Harithiya town, Jenin 

governorate, died of numerous bullet wounds. According to information provided 

to the ICHR, unidentified individuals opened fire on a vehicle transporting four 

citizens of the Jaradat family from Silat al Harithiya in Shu’fat, Jerusalem 

governorate. According to eyewitness, the said citizen was killed and another 

sustained critical injuries. After the news spread in Silat al Harithiya, relatives of 

the killed citizen thought the killer had been from the Al Jasser family, with 

whom a dispute (blood feud) was in place. Angry members of the Jaradat family 

set fire to 10 houses and a wedding hall belonging to the Al Jasser family.  

 

3. Deaths resulting from failure to implement public safety measures  

- On 6 May 2016, Y. A., R. A., and N. A., 3 years, 2 years and 10 months 

respectively, died of severe burn injuries they suffered in a fire that broke out at 

their home in Al Shati’ refugee camp west of Gaza city. According to information 

provided to the ICHR, the fire accident was caused by a candle that the family had 

lit during a power outage in the area. The dead bodies were charred and completely 

burnt. Their 4-year-old brother Muhannad also sustained serious wounds. The 

Police arrived at the scene and opened an investigation into the incident.  

- On 14 May 2016,  T. A., a 2-year-old girl from the Beit Lahiya refugee camp north 

of Gaza city, died of critical injuries sustained after she had fallen from a high 

place. According to information provided to the ICHR, the girl fell from the 

balcony on a 3rd floor flat. The Police arrived at the scene and opened an 

investigation into the incident.  
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- On 15 May 2016, S. A., a 24-year-old resident of the Hebron city, died of critical 

injuries sustained after a forklift fell over and landed on him in a factory in the 

city. According to information provided to the ICHR, the Police arrived at the 

scene and launched an investigation into the incident. The Public Prosecution also 

started an investigation.  

- On 21 May 2016, M. A., a 6-year-old boy from Beit Hanun north of Gaza city, 

died of serious wounds suffered after a heavy object fell on him. According to 

information provided to the ICHR, a heavy wooden door fell over while the boy 

was playing in a yard near to the caravan, where his family lived. The family’s 

home was destroyed during the latest Israeli offensive on the Gaza Strip. The 

Police arrived at the scene and launched an investigation into the incident.  

- On 26 May 2016, A. H. a 21-year-old resident of the Al Maghazi refugee camp, 

died of serious wounds caused by an electric shock. According to information 

provided to the ICHR, A. H. was employed at a resort on the Rafah beach. While 

he was having a shower, A. H. sustained an electric shock caused by damaged 

electrical wiring. The Police arrived at the scene and launched an investigation into 

the incident.  

- On 26 May 2016, N. M., a 40-year-old female resident of the Bani Na’im town, 

Hebron governorate, fell and drowned in a well in the vicinity of her home. 

According to information provided to the ICHR, the Police arrived at the scene and 

opened an investigation into the incident. The Public Prosecution also started an 

investigation and decided to perform an autopsy on the dead body.  

- On 30 May 2016, S. A., a 31-year-old resident of the Taffuh town, Hebron 

governorate, died of critical injuries in the head. An iron bar fell over and hit S. A. 

in the head while he was at work on a construction site in the town. S. A. was 

transported to the Al Ahli Hospital, where he died. According to information 

provided to the ICHR, the Police arrived at the scene and launched an investigation 

into the incident.  

 

4. Casualties resulting from the abuse of arms  

At 08:00 pm on 7 May 2016, a security force, including Police and National Security 

personnel, raided the Jenin refugee camp for enforcement of a court decision. Meantime, 

an armed clash took place between the security force and armed individuals, during 

which a number of citizens were injured.  

 

5. Death sentences  
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 On 31 May 2016, the Gaza-based Ministry of Interior executed three citizens:  

 Mohammed Fat’hi Mohammed Othman, a 29-year-old resident of the Rafah 

city, was sentenced to death by hanging by the Khan Yunis Court of First 

Instance. On 10 July 2013, Othman had been convicted of premeditated 

murder.  

 Yousef Mohammed Abu Shamlah, a 38-year-old resident of the Central Gaza 

governorate, was sentenced to death by hanging by the Deir al Balah Court of 

Instance. On 28 May 2014, Abu Shamlah had been convicted of premeditated 

murder.  

 Ahmed Hilmi Abdul Qader Sharab, a 43-year-old resident of the Khan Yunis 

city, Southern Gaza, was sentenced to death by firing squad by the Standing 

Military Court in Gaza. On 15 May 2014, Sharab had been convicted of 

premeditated murder.  

Death sentences were carried out without the President’s approval. According to 

the Basic Law, endorsement of the capital punishment is an exclusive right vested 

in the President. Executions constituted a crime as they violated the Basic Law. At 

the time, the ICHR issued a statement, denouncing these executions.   

 

6. Torture in detention  Cruel and degrading treatment  

During the reporting period, the ICHR received 37 complaints against torture and ill-

treatment, including 16 in the West Bank and 21 in the Gaza Strip. In the West Bank, 14 

complaints were filed against the Police, one against the Preventive Security, and one 

against the General Intelligence. In Gaza, 16 complaints were lodged against the Police 

and five against the Internal Security. According to complainants, several torture 

techniques were used, including Shabeh and beating with hands and feet and batons. 

Detained persons were also verbally abused.  

 

II. Violation of the right to the due process of law, including arbitrary detention, arrest 

on political grounds, governor-ordered detention, and trial by military courts   

Arbitrary and political detention: During the reporting period, the ICHR received 60 

complaints against invalid detention procedures, including arbitrary or political 

detention. 27 complaints were filed in the West Bank and 33 in the Gaza Strip.  

In May 2016, 17 citizens were detained by orders from governors. While 10 citizens were 

released, another seven have continued to be detained until the time of writing (See 

Annex 1).  
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III. Attacks on public institutions, public and private properties, and persons   

 On 8 May 2016, a citizen assaulted the Director General of the Hebron 

Rehabilitation Committee (HRC) and smashed his car window glass in the old 

city of Hebron. The citizen also damaged contents of the HRC reception room. 

The HRC filed a complaint to the Police, who launched an investigation into the 

incident. On 30 May, the HRC suspended its activities in protest against some 

citizens who had threatened the HRC staff. The HRC Director General stated that 

the HRC staff were harassed by citizens after applications submitted to the 

Committee had been refused. These applications were beyond the HRC’s scope of 

work.  

 In the morning of 15 April 2016, unidentified individuals opened fire on and 

caused damage to a vehicle belonging to Advocate Mustafa Azamtah, while it 

was parked outside his house in the Jenin city. According to information provided 

to the ICHR, the Police arrived at the scene and opened an investigation into the 

incident. The investigation is still ongoing. Azamtah is a lawyer retained by the 

Commission of Prisoners and Released Prisoners' Affairs, Jenin Office.  

 On 18 May 2016, unidentified individuals opened fire on a house belonging to 

Justice Mohammed Abu Rahmah, Presiding Judge of the Yatta Court of 

Conciliation. According to information received by the ICHR, three individuals 

on board a vehicle opened fire on the house at around 11:00 pm. A vehicle parked 

in the house garage sustained damage. The Police arrived at the scene and opened 

an investigation into the incident.    

 On 18 May 2016, a number of citizens held a sit-in protest outside offices of the 

Northern Electricity Distribution Company (NEDCO) in the Jenin city. Protestors 

closed down offices and damaged front window glass of the NEDCO building. A 

Special Police force was immediately dispatched to the area. The next day, 19 

May, merchants shut down their commercial premises and marched to the Jenin 

main roundabout in protest against detention of fellow merchants on charges of 

damaging the NEDCO properties. Detained merchants were released later after 

the NEDCO withdrew its complaint at the request of the Jenin governor. Protests 

were caused by constant electricity outages. The NEDCO issued a press 

statement, explaining that frequent power cuts were a result of technical problems 

on the Israeli side. Israel is the main power supplier to the NEDCO.  

 On 19 May 2016, unidentified individuals set fire to a car belonging to Major 

Murid Salem al Akhrasi, Deputy Director of the Anti-Narcotics Police Unit in the 

Rafah governorate, According to information provided to the ICHR, the car was 

parked on the ground floor of Al Akhrasi’s house in the Al Shabura refugee camp, 

Rafah city. The Police and Civil Defence arrived at the scene and fire was put out. 

The Police opened an investigation into the incident and arrested a number of 

suspects.  
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 On 23 and 24 May 2016, two threats to Khader al Toubasi, Head of Prosecutor’s 

District Office, were posted on Facebook. The Police Cybercrime Unit opened an 

investigation into the incident.  

 On 25 April 2016, unidentified individual set fire to houses belonging to the 

Jasser family in the Silat al Harithiya town, Jenin governorate, causing severe 

damage to properties. Family members called the Police for protection, but it was 

in vain. Since 24 February 2016, attacks on the Jasser family were caused by a 

suspicion that a family member had killed Brigadier General Ayman Jaradat of 

National Security Forces on grounds of a blood feud.  

 

IV. Encroachments on the freedoms of opinion and expression, the press, and 

peaceful assembly  

- On 3 May 2016, the ICHR received a complaint from Adib Barakat Atiyyah al 

Atrash, a 26-year-old resident of the Hebron city. On his way back from Cyprus 

on 18 April 2016, Al Atrash learned that he was wanted by the General 

Intelligence agency in Hebron. After he reported to the General Intelligence on 19 

April, Al Atrash was summoned on another three separate occasions. On 2 May, 

he was summoned and interrogated about a press conference and student activities 

in Cyprus. Al Atrash is a media student at a university in Cyprus. He was 

released, but his passport was seized.  

- On 6 May 2016, the Preventive Security agency in Ramallah detained Khaled 

Zaghloul Qasem Khatib, a 34-year-old resident of the Beit Rima town, on grounds 

of posts he had published on Facebook and practice of Shiite Islam. Khatib has 

continued to be detained until the time of reporting.  

- On 9 May 2016, a General Investigations force of the Rafah Police station 

dispersed a sit-in protest held by almost 20 unemployed university graduates in 

the Rafah governorate. Organised through Facebook, protestors carried banners, 

demanding that employment opportunities be provided. Police officers detained 

and interrogated two protestors on the grounds of the sit-in protest. Both citizens 

were released at a later time.  

- On 9 May 2015, in Rafah, the Police summoned Adel al Sayyed al Mashoukhi, a 

32-year-old resident of the Rafah city and First Adjutant at the Military Police 

force in Gaza. Al Mashoukhi stated that he was detained and interrogated for two 

hours on grounds of posting a video clip, demanding that the government resign 

due to economic decline in the Gaza Strip. Al Mashoukhi was also detained the 

next day. On 11 May, he was summoned to the Military Police HQ in the Gaza 

city and referred to the Internal Security, where he was questioned about the video 

clip. Al Mashoukhi was released on 18 May.  
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- On 11 May 2016, the General Intelligence agency in Ramallah detained Kifah 

Mohammed Mahmoud Quzmar on grounds of expressing his opinion on 

Facebook. Quzmar was released on 17 May.  

- On 15 May 2016, a General Investigations force of the Al Abbas Police station 

dispersed a sit-in protest held by Said Nabil Loulou and Raed Nassr 29- and 25-

year-old residents of the Gaza city. Both citizens were detained, interrogated, and 

forced to sign pledges to not gather in the Unknown Soldier’s square. Loulou and 

Nassr hold university degrees, but are unemployed. On 27 April 2016, they 

started a sit-in protest near to the Unknown Soldiers’ statute in Gaza and declared 

an open-ended hunger strike until employment opportunities would be provided to 

unemployed university graduates. On several occasions, Loulou and Nassr were 

harassed and threatened to be detained by General Investigations and Internal 

Security officers. Banners and posters were torn apart in an attempt to disperse the 

sit-in protest and force Loulou and Nassr to leave the place.  

- On 18 May 2016, Internal Security officers detained Said Redwan al Tawil, a 30-

year-old and resident of the Rafah city. Al Tawil is a youth activist and member 

of the Palestinian Journalists’ Syndicate. He was questioned about his media 

activity on Facebook. Al Tawil was released two days later.  

- On 24 May 2016, the ICHR received a complaint from Mamdouh Mahmoud 

Mohammed Hamamreh, a 32-year-old resident of the Bethlehem city, stating that 

he was a correspondent of the Al Quds Satellite Channel in the Hebron and 

Bethlehem governorates. On 23 May, Hamamreh returned from Turkey, where he 

participated in the Palestine International Forum for Media and Communication. 

He was summoned by the General Intelligence office at the Jericho Rest-Point 

(Istiraha). For an hour, he was questioned about his travel and participation in the 

forum. Also citing political reasons, Hamamreh stated he was summoned on 

grounds of his media activity and participation in the forum. His luggage was 

searched and personal items were documented and recorded. His pocket money 

was also counted. Hamamreh received a notice to report to the General 

Intelligence agency in Bethlehem on 25 May.  

- On 30 May 2016, Palestinian security personnel, mostly comprising Preventive 

Security officers, removed promotional posters and banners of the Liberation 

Party conference in Hebron. Earlier on 1 May, security officers tore out posters on 

posts. On 2 May, they also removed a large poster near to the Al Hawouz al Thani 

area, a poster on a building on the Id’eis uphill road, wall posters, and banners on 

posts. All posters and banners were seized by the Preventive Security. In addition, 

a number of young members of the Liberation Party were arrested while they 

were hanging posters. According to the law, however, the Hebron Governor office 

was notified of the conference, which was to be organised on the Ibn Rushd 

School playground on Saturday, 7 May 2016.  
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V. Violation of the right to travel  

During the reporting period, the ICHR received a complaint from S. Sh., a 36-year-old 

resident of Gaza city. In April 2015, S. Sh. applied for a passport through the Abu al 

Kheir Tourism and Travel Office. However, he was informed that his application had 

been rejected by the Ministry of Interior offices in Ramallah. 

 

VI. (Arbitrary) dismissal from, and stipulation of security vetting for employment, 

in the civil service  

- In May 2015, the ICHR received a complaint from A. Z., a 26-year-old resident 

of the Hebron city. On 14 April 2016, A. Z. applied for a certificate of good 

conduct at the Ministry of Interior offices in Hebron. However, the Preventive 

Security and General Intelligence refused to issue a certificate for him. A. Z. said 

he needed to enclose the certificate with an application for driver’s licence 

training from the Ministry of Transportation.  

- In May 2016, the ICHR received a complaint from A. A. On 15 December 2015, 

A. A. was appointed as a school teacher on account of the quota for the 

employment of people with disabilities. On the 29 March 2016, the Ministry of 

Education decided to dismiss A. A. under the pretext that he suffered from an 

illness, not a disability. It is worth noting that A. A. has a 50% disability.  

 

VII. Unwarranted confiscation of private properties  

- On 12 May 2016, the Preventive Security agency detained Qutadah Rasmi Aref 

Doufesh, a 24-year-old resident of the Hebron city, on political grounds. 

Preventive Security officers confiscated a PC belonging to Doufesh’s mother. The 

PC has not been restored until the time of reporting.  

- On 3 May 2016, the Preventive Security agency in Hebron detained Sameh 

Mohammed Eid Khatib, a 34-year-old resident of the Hebron city, and 

confiscated his laptop, cellular telephone, and personal ID card. These were 

restored at a later time.  

- In May 2016, the Preventive Security agency in Hebron searched a shop 

belonging to Ahmed Fat’hallah Abdul Salam Salhab, a 47-year-old resident of the 

Hebron city, and seized his Galaxy S3 phone and three other objects. All seized 

items were restored with the exception of the telephone.  
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VIII. Delayed and stalled enforcement of court decisions  

The ICHR received four complaints against unenforced court decisions. All these 

decisions were implemented at a later time during the reporting period. Complaints were 

as follows:  

- On 1 May 2016, the Preventive Security agency in Bethlehem detained Khalil 

Mustafa Khalil Can’an, a 18-year-old resident of Bethlehem. On 15 May, the 

Bethlehem Court of Conciliation rendered a decision to release him on bail. 

Although the bail was timely paid, the Preventive Security continued to detain 

Can’an until 19 May.  

- On 3 May 2016, the Preventive Security agency detained Sameh Mohammed Eid 

al Khatib, 34 years old, on grounds of affiliation with the Liberation Party. On 4 

May, he was brought before the court, which decided to release him on bail. 

However, the Preventive Security implemented the court decision on 8 May after 

the bail was paid to the court. It should be noted that payment of the bail was 

delayed because the Preventive Security prevented Al Khatib from calling his 

family to report the court decision.  

- On 9 May 2016, the Preventive Security agency in Hebron detained Muntasser 

Hilmi Abdul Haleem Karaki, a 23-year-old resident of the Hebron city. On 17 

May, the Hebron Court of Conciliation decided to release Karaki on bail. 

Although the bail was paid to the court, the Preventive Security did not 

implement the court decision and continued to detain Karaki. After he was taken 

before the Public Prosecution, Karaki was released on 22 May.  

- On 18 April 2016, the General Intelligence agency in Hebron detained Bassam 

Mohammed Ahmed Ghuneimat, a 35-year-old resident of the Surif town, Hebron 

governorate. On 28 May, the Halhul Court of Conciliation entered a decision to 

release him. Nevertheless, the court decision was only implemented on xx May.  

 

In addition, 13 court decisions rendered over the past months and years 

have not so far been enforced.  

 

IX. ICHR monitoring of public policies and legislative process  

A. The Council of Ministers  

On 10 May 2016, the Council of Ministers submitted a recommendation to the President 

to amend the Law by Decree on Civil Service. The ICHR is in the process of examining 

the Law by Decree within the context of the Civil Coalition for Control of Legislation. 
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The Council of Ministers decided to refer the Draft Law by Decree on the Support for the 

Families of Martyrs and Injured Citizens inside the Homeland and Draft Law by Decree 

on the Compilation of Pharmaceutical Studies to ministers for consideration and 

comments. The Council of Ministers approved the Draft Electronic Transactions Law to 

facilitate and regulate e-transactions by means of accredited messages or records. Before 

it is presented in an upcoming session, the Council of Ministers decided to refer the Draft 

Regulation on Setting the Number of Members on the Councils of Local Bodies to 

ministers for consideration and comments. This regulation is part of the preparations to 

organise local elections on time.  

 

B. Decisions of the Reform and Change Bloc in the Gaza-based PLC  

On 11 May 2016, the Gaza-based PLC Reform and Change Bloc approved in a general 

discussion the Draft Law Amending the Penal Procedure Law No. 3 of 2001, which had 

been presented by the PLC Legal Committee. According to the PLC Standing Orders, the 

Draft Law will be presented to the PLC for approval in the first and second readings.  

On 25 May 2016, the Reform and Change Bloc endorsed the definitive death sentences 

rendered earlier in Gaza. On the same day, the ICHR issued a statement, demanding that 

responsible authorities in the Gaza Strip abstain from carrying out death sentences in the 

Gaza Strip. The ICHR demanded that no extraordinary measures or procedures be 

implemented or powers given to any authority without due jurisdiction. The Commission 

also stressed that legal norms provided by the Palestinian Basic Law and Law of Penal 

Procedure must be respected and free trial guarantees given to accused persons. After 

death penalties were carried out on 31 May 2016, the ICHR condemned the execution of 

three citizens by the Gaza-based Ministry of Interior. The three citizens were executed at 

the Gaza Correction and Rehabilitation Centre (Al Katibah). The ICHR reiterated its 

opposition to the death penalty. In the absence of the President’s endorsement of the 

death sentences, the execution of these citizens would amount to extrajudicial killing.  

 

Ends 
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Annex 1  

A list of persons detained by orders from governors 

# Name 
Detention 

date 
Place of detention 

Detained 

by 
Comments 

1 Ahmed Shakir Harb al 

Badarin  

6/4/2016 Al Qal’ah Police 

station  

Hebron 

governor  

Released  

2 Sami Issa al Mashni  13/5/2016 Al Dhahiriya 

Correction & 

Rehabilitation Centre 

Hebron 

governor 

Released 

3 Saket Issa al Mashni  13/5/2016 Al Dhahiriya 

Correction & 

Rehabilitation Centre 

Hebron 

governor 

Released 

4 Jum’ah Issa al Mashni  13/5/2016 Preventive Security, 

Nablus  

Hebron 

governor 

Released 

5 Sabri Mahmoud Sabri 

Thoqan  

11/4/2016 Preventive Security, 

Nablus 

Nablus 

governor 

 

6 Aziz Nader Salah 

Alawneh  

13/4/2016 Preventive Security, 

Nablus 

Nablus 

governor 

Released 

7 Abdullah Ghassan 

Othman al Khatib  

13/4/2016 Preventive Security, 

Jenin 

Jenin 

governor 

Released 

8 Ahmed Taleb Abdul 

Karim Haj Hamad  

1/3/2016 Preventive Security, 

Nablus 

Nablus 

governor 

 

9 Wasim Mohammed Said 

Zuyoud  

24/4/2016 Preventive Security, 

Jenin 

Jenin 

governor 

Released 

10 Sadeq Jamal Abdul 

Khaleq Issa  

26/4/2016 Preventive Security, 

Jenin 

Jenin 

governor 

Released 

11 Hisham Mohammed 

Fawzi Bushkar  

5/3/2016 Preventive Security, 

Nablus 

Nablus 

governor 

 

12 Khaled Walid Mahdi 

Omar  

26/4/2016 Preventive Security, 

Jenin 

Jenin 

governor 

Released 

13 Mohammed Mahdi 

Awwad Omar  

28/5/2016 Preventive Security, 

Jenin 

Jenin 

governor 

Released 

14 Mahmoud Abdullah 

Abdul Rahman Qasrawi  

22/5/2016 Preventive Security, 

Jenin 

Jenin 

governor 

 

15 Raed Mohammed 

Salameh Dhamiri  

26/4/2016 Preventive Security, 

Ramallah  

Tulkarem 

governor  

 

16 Bisan Saher Saleem 

Dabbour  

16/5/2016 Ramallah Correction 

& Rehabilitation 

Centre 

Ramallah 

governor  

 

17 Amin Khamis Mahmoud 

Masalmeh  

14/5/2016 General 

Investigations, 

Ramallah  

Ramallah 

governor 

 

 


